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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.1 INTRODUCTION
Situated in the central part of India, Madhya Pradesh is a state which has
diversified culture and rich natural resources. Having ample natural resources, large
geographical area and prospects for development Dindori is still ranked in the
backward districts of India due the indicators such as 37% BPL population, low
productivity, very backward pockets of habitations, poor health and education facilities
in respect of the national and international averages. Inadequate infrastructure is the
main reason behind the backwardness of the district.
Formed in 1998 out of Mandla district Dindori district is one of the 48 districts
of Madhya pradesh state. Having large geographical area as compared to the other
districts (population density 95) the district also has rich natural resources but these
resources are still under harnessed. The district is a tribal dominated district having all
the seven blocks as tribal blocks notified under TSP by planning commission of India.
The district have inadequate field staff in agriculture and health sector and the elected
representatives of the PRI’s are also not having good governess capacities due to
which the implementation of the service sector and other schemes is very difficult in
the district. Poor rural connectivity, no rail network is also the reason behind the
exploitation and inaccessibility of extension services in the district. The women
literacy rate is also very low as compared to the national and state averages due to
which child education is also effected as parents are not aware. The guardians
generally do not prefer to send their children for higher education .The district also
lags in electrification infrastructure which is a also a pillar for development, there is
not even a single 132 KV sub station in district and the electric supply is interrupted
due to excessive loads on the low voltage transmission lines and transformers . As
evident from the above reasons no big industries can be set up in the district due to
poor availability of infrastructures and power supply.
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To resolve chronic problem of rural poverty as well as unemployment and
reducing the inter-regional disparities in economic growth and development of the
district, Madhaya Pradesh and India, the Planning Commission has identified 24 most
backward districts in MP for provision of substantial development under a new scheme
known as Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) to be implemented in joint
collaboration of Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Rural development GoI.
Dindori is also one of the backward districts identified by the Planning Commission
for accelerating the pace of development under BRGF.
In sight of creating a vision and setting up goals for development of the district
a five-year Perspective Plan is prepared duly after taking cognizance of the problems
of the district and need of creating the supportive infrastructure in urban and rural area
for all round development of the district.. This document presents a five-year
Perspective Plan from 2007-08 to 2011-12 as a vision document for development of
DINDORI District of Madhya Pradesh under BRGF.
SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS OF THE DISTRICT :District Dindori is a rural and tribal dominant district. Out of the total
population 95% lives in rural area and 65.33% area tribal i.e. Baiga, Koal, Pardhan,
Dhula, Bhoomia and Agaria tribes. Bahu Lamsena, Jadoo-Tona, Jhada-Phooki and
Alcoholism are co tradition of their life. Badadev is the main god of tribes. The
economy of the district depends on forest produce and agriculture. The 37.32% area of
the district is covered by Sal forest. Minor forest produce like Patt, mahuline patta,
harra-bahera-aonla & char is collected every year. Irrigation facilities are not adequate.
Only 1569 Hectare land is under irrigation. Dhan, Makka, Kodo, Kutki & Oil seed
Ramtilla (Jagni) are main crops. Due to primitive agricultural practices production rate
is very low. There is no industrial area in the district and not even a single industry
exists. Overall, the economy of the district is very poor and per capita income is very
low.
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Various indicators in support of the above deliberations are provided in the table
below.
TABLE : SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS
S.
no.

PARTICULARS

A

Population

1

Population Density
(Census 2001)

2

Male-Female
(Census 2001)

UNIT

INDIA

MP

DINDORI

196

95

933

920

983

Per Sq. 324
Km
Ratio Per
1000

3

SC to total population

%

16.18

14.54

5.83

4

ST to total Population

%

8.08

23.27

64.48

5

Rural to total population
(Census 2001)
Percentage of BPL to total
population
Irrigation - Area under
irrigation
Electricity - Electrified
Village

%

73

74.7

95

%

28.6

37.43

58.7

%

38

31.6

2.1

%

86.65

97.00

97

6
B
C

D

Health (Census 2001)

1

Infant Mortality Rate

2

Maternal Mortality Rate

3

(needs
checked)
67.6

86.1

70

5.4

6.0

3.9

Birth Rate

30

26

4

Death Rate

10

10

E

Literacy (Census 2001)

1

Total

%

65.38

64.11

54.49

2

Male

%

75.85

76.8

70.00

3

Female

%

54.16

50.28

38.02

4

Rural

%

59.4

58.1

52.8

5

Urban

%

80.3

79.67

81.00

Per
1000
Per
1000
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NUMBER OF BPL FAMILIES:BLOCK AND CATEGORY WISE BPL FAMILIES
Block

Number of BPL Households

BPL Family% to

SC

total households

ST

OBC

Other Total

DINDORI

1188 8414

3922

1142

13666 53.8

AMARPUR

245

8414

2011

202

7016

SAMNAPUR

531

8414

2956

840

11406 65.8

BAJAG

688

8414

2386

970

8078

57.6

KARANJIA

591

8414

1886

687

7825

59.2

SHAHPURA

2373 8414

2471

550

12843 60.1

MEHADWANI

409

1775

332

7567

OVERALL

6025 58898 17407 4723

8414

59.6

54.8

87053 58.7

1.2 MAIN OBJECTIVES OF BRGF
The Backward Regions Grant Fund is designed to redress regional imbalances
in development. The fund will provide financial resources for supplementing and
converging existing developmental inflows in the District, so as to:
(a) Bridge critical gaps in local infrastructure and other development requirements that
are not being adequately met through existing inflows,
(b) Strengthen, to this end Panchayat and Municipality level local self governance with
more appropriate capacity building, to facilitate participatory planning, decision
making, implementation and monitoring, to reflect local

felt

needs,

(c) Provide professional support to self governing institutions for planning,
implementation and monitoring their plans,
(d) Improve the performance and delivery of critical functions assigned to
Panchayats, and counter possible efficiency and equity losses on account of
inadequate local capacity.
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1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE PERSPECTIVE PLAN
The main objectives of the Perspective Plan are as follows;
(i)

To review the current status of development programmes in the district;

(ii)

To identify the major reasons contributing to the backwardness of the
district;

(iii)

To review existing schemes & immediate/near immediate resources inflow

(iv)

To formulate strategies to remove backwardness by supplementing existing
development initiatives & proposing new interventions

(v)

To chalk out the strategies for capacity building of local self governing
institutions
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2 BACKGROUND
2.1 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
The region was ruled by the Lodhi & Gond dynasty. In the time when Gond
dynasty ruled the region it was named as Gondwana. Awanti Bai of Ramgarh
belonging to Lodhi dynasty, Harda Sangramshah and Rani Durgawati of Gondwana
dynasty are some of the other notable names of that time. Dindori has many places of
historical as well as spiritual importance. Some of the spiritual places are Laxman
Madva, Kukarramath, Kalchuri kali Mandir etc

2.2 PHYSICAL FEATURES
2.2.1 GEOGRAPHICAL DETAILS & LOCATION:Dindori is located between 80°35' to 80°58' longitude and 22°17' to 23°22'
latitude. The total geographical area of the district is 6128 sq. Km. The district is at a
height of 1100m above sea level amongst herbal-rich, Maikal mountain ranges.
The district comes under the eastern part of Madhya Pradesh touching
the state of Chhattisgarh and falls in the Chhatisgarh plateau agro climatic zone. The
boundaries

of

the district touch
Shahdol in east,

Location of Dindori
District

Mandla in west,
Umaria in north
and

Bilaspur

District
(Chattisgarh)
State
south.
district
also

in

the
The
border

touches

Kavardha district

Figure 2.2.1: Map of Madhya Pradesh showing position of Dindori
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of Chhatisgarh state from the Bajag block boundary of the district.It is 144 Kms away
from Jabalpur on S.H. 21, 104 Kms away from Mandla and 88 Kms away from the
holy place of Amarkatak. The Kanha National Park & Tiger Reserve is 180 Kms &
Bandhavgarh National Park is 140 Kms away from the district headquarters. Some
specific features of the district are the holy river Narmada passes through the district
and the primitive schedule tribe Baigas are found in the district. The Baigas area
known as the "National Human" of India .
The nearest Airport to the district is Jabalpur airport and the nearest railway
stations are Jabalpur , Birsingpur- Railway station of Umaria district, Anuppur
Junction railway station.
MAP OF DISTRICT
Showing the seven development blocks and district boundaries

Figure 2.2.2 : Map of Dindori showing all seven blocks & district boundaries

2.2.2 CLIMATE
Dindori is situated within the agro-climatic region of Eastern satpura plateau
and east of Kymore Hills. The district has a sub-tropical climate suitable for
horticultural plantation.
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2.2.3 RAINFALL
Based on 10 years rainfall data, average annual rainfall varies between
1100mm and 1400 mm. Most of the precipitation is received through southwest
monsoon during the months of June, July and August. In winter, occasional showers of
rains and hailstorms are noticed especially in areas of dense forest and high altitudes.
Monsoon normally starts after second week of June and continues up to end of
September.
1600
1400
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400
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20 06
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20 04

20 03

20 02

20 01

0

Figure 2.2.3: *Annual rainfall in Dindori
*Source : Department of agriculture and Superintendent land records Dindori

2.2.4 TEMPERATURE
Based on 10 years data, the average minimum and maximum temperatures of
the region during the winters from November to March vary between 3.2° C to 36.6°
C. During summer, maximum temperature is recorded during the month of May
(around 42° C). Maximum temperature during rainy season seldom goes beyond 37°
C. In general, summers are mild but winters are fairly cool. Occurrence of frost is
common during months of December and January. Rabi crops are often damaged due
to severe frost and hailstorms but these climates are not regular and uniform in the
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region. Winter rains increases the production of Rabi crops. (Source: Superintendent land
records Dindori)

2.2.5 WIND
Between June to November generally winds blow from East to West and SouthEast to North-West but between December to May winds blow from West to East and
North-West to South-East. Winds are generally mild during the year except for few
windstorms during monsoon and summer. Hot winds are experienced between mid
April to the first week of June.
2.2.6 HUMIDITY
There is no record available on measurement of relative humidity in the region.
However, due to high rainfall and frequent rains in winter the relative humidity
comparatively remains high throughout the year except in the month of March, April
and May.
2.2.7 TOPOGRAPHY
Geologically the region of Dindori district is over lined by basaltic lava flow of
Deccan trap formation. The district is characterized by undulating topography with
rugged hilly terrains in the northern and southern parts. General elevation of the land
surface ranges from 450 m to 1100 m, the master slope being towards the east and
south- east.
2.2.8 SOIL
The soils of Dindori district comes under mixed red and black soil group, but
red ,yellow, laterite, shallow black, medium black to deep black groups are also found
in certain patches. The region has different soil textures namely silty-clay-loam, sandyclay-loam and clay. Yellow-red and yellow-black, sandy-loamy and clay-loam are also
common below the foothills in plains& in riverbeds. The slope gradient of most of the
terrain is more than one percent .In general, soils are poor in fertility especially in
nitrogen and phosphorus except black soils. Soils of undulated uplands are shallow,
gravelly, coarse textured, well drained having low water holding capacity, low in
calcium carbonate and pH below 7, while soils of forest area are rich in organic
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carbon. The topography is undulating with moderate to steep slopes resulting in severe
soil erosion.

2.3 PLACES OF INTEREST
The district has various places of interest and history for example Ghughuva
National Fossils park, which is recognized as of the very rare plant fossil park in Asia
is on the way from Jabalpur to Mandla. Other places of interest in the district are
dagona water fall, Laxman Mandva, Kuarra Math, Devnala & Kapildhra waterfall
etc.

2.4 ADMINISTRATIVE SET UP
Dindori district was separated out of Mandla District on 25th may 1998.The
district has a total of 927 villages. The District is constituted of seven development
Blocks namely Dindori, Shahpura, Mehendwani, Amarpur, Bajag, Karanjiya &
Samnapur.
The over all administrative set up of the district can be described in a
nutshell in following manner:TABLE: ADMINISTRATIVE SET UP
ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT
NUMBER OF UNIT
Revenue Sub-Divisions

Dindori & Shahpura

Tehsil

Dindori & Shahpura

No. of Revenue circles

09

No. of Patwari Halka

174

No. of Villages

927 (841 Revenue Village+86 forest Village )

No. Habitations

2347

Names of Nagar Panchayat

Shahpura and Dindori

Names of
Panchayat

Blocks/

Janpad Dindori.

Shahpura,

Mehendwani,

Amarpur, Bajag, Kranjiya & Samnapur

No. of Gram Panchayats (PRI)

364

Janpad Panchayats (PRI)

Dindori.

Shahpura,

Mehendwani,

Amarpur, Bajag, Kranjiya & Samnapur
Zila Panchayat (PRI)

Dindori

Name of Legislative Assembly Dindori, Shahpura & Bajag
Constituencies
ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

12

DISTRICT –DINDORI

BLOCKWISE SPLIT OF PANCHAYAT AND REVENUE UNITS
NAME OF

GEOGRAPHICAL

HABITATED

GRAM

RI

PATWARI

THE BLOCK

AREA (In Sq KM)

VILLAGES

PANCHAYAT

CIRCLE

HALKA

DINDORI

1259

188

70

2

36

AMARPUR

623

101

43

1

20

SAMNAPUR

806

115

48

1

21

BAJAG

865

92

46

1

21

KARANJIA

674

104

42

1

19

SHAHPURA

1137

191

69

2

35

MEHADWANI

764

111

46

1

22

OVERALL

6128

902

364

9

174

2.5 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
2.5.1 Population
Total population of the district is 580730 (Census 2001, GOI) with 50.27% male and
49.73% female population. The district has a tribal population of 64.48%, sex ratio in
the district is 983 where as sex ratio of Madhya Pradesh is 920 against the national
average of 933. The population density is only 95 persons per Sqkm which is very low
in comparision to the state and national average.

RURAL/URBAN PO PULATIO N

95.37
73.5

72.2

26.5

27.8

4.63

DINDORI

MP
RURAL

INDIA
URBAN
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According to 2001 census conducted by GoI out of total population of the district
about 95.37% live in rural and 4.63% live in urban areas, obviously depicting that
Dindori district has rural category population in an almost over-whelming majority far
in excess to the state and national proportion.(73.5% and 72.2% respectively) .Annual
population growth for the district is 1.35% per annum, which is less than the average
growth rate in Madhya Pradesh (2.43%) and India (2.14%). The district has a large
tribal population (64.48%), while ST population is very less (5.83%).
BLOCK WISE URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION ACCORDING TO SEX
Block

Rural

Urban

%

of Rural

Population to
Total
population
Male

Female Total

Male

Female Total

Total

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Dindori

53583

53425

107008 8974

8448

17422 86

Amarpur

30308

30396

60704

-

-

-

100

Samnapur

35221

34670

69891

-

-

-

100

Bajag

36224

35387

71611

-

-

-

100

Karanjiya

37676

37325

75001

-

-

-

100

Shahpura

51491

51358

102849 4840

4608

9448

91.59

Mehendawani 33399

33397

66796

-

-

100

District

-

277902 275958 553860 13814 13056

26870 95.37

(Source census 2001)
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CATEGORYWISE POPULATION OF THE DISTRICT
(AS PER 2001 CENSUS)

5.83
29.69

64.48

SC

ST

OTHERS

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SC AND ST POPULATION
(AS PER 2001 CENSUS)
64.48

19.9

15.4

16.48
8.08

5.83

DINDORI

MP
SC

INDIA
ST

2.5.2 MAJOR TRIBES OF THE DISTRICT:
Being primarily rural-population dominated district, Dindori district carries a
high percentage of Schedule Tribe categories in its population .The major tribes of the
district are the Baigas, Koal, Pradhan, Dhulia, Bhoomia and Agaria. The Baiga are
very primitive tribes which can be found only in this district. The Baigas are known as
the "National Human". This tribe is inhabitated in around 52 villages of Block Bajag
and the area is known as Baigachak. The most backward community is that of the
Baigas. Almost 30-35% of the population is Baiga. These are one of the primitive
tribes of India and are given the status of National Humans. The socio-economic status
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of the Baigas is very poor. They are traditionally addicted to alcohol. These
communities cultivate the fields merely for their self-subsistence. The feeding habits of
these tribes are not healthier. Whatever additional income is there they never try to
save it or engage in enterprising activities. Rather they spend it on alcohol. The other
tribes are also poor and posses similar characteristics.
Also known as the Panda, the term Baiga means Priest. They can be identified
by their scanty dress, medium to short stature and tangled hair (often knotted and tied on
top of their heads and surrounded by a turban). The forehead with a band of stripes,
parallel lines,dots and chevrons. Baiga diet consists of roots, fruits, tubers and rice and
grain. They eat pork rarely, consume milk and are fond of drinking mahua liquor (from a
nut grown in the muhua tree). Very few Baiga children attend school

The tribal population of the district is distributed almost evenly in whole district
moreover the clear picture of the block wise split-up of the tribal and schedule caste
population can be analyzed from the flowing two tables which depicts the block wise
Sc & St population of the district;

2.5.3 CULTURE:
The art and culture of this region is predominately influenced by the mighty
nature. People of this region have mastered the skills in different artistic practices such
as painting, sculpture making and tattoo imprinting on body parts. The art of tattoo
designing is prevalent in the area since time immemorial. Only ladies of Baiga tribes
get it designed on their body parts, believing that it would give them their identity in
heaven.
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The kabirpanthis and some tribal people in the district are engaged in handicraft
and manufacture of tribal sarees, towels and other clothes by small hand driven looms.
Many folk dances are performed in this region. The baiga and Gond tribes are
considered to be fond of dances and music. For them music is a gift from the God.
Their dances are divided into two categories i.e. Social and religious dances.

2.5.3LITERACY:
The literacy rate of the district is also not good in comparison to national and
state average especially in case of females there is a computable gender gap in literacy
rate.
Table showing Total Literacy Rate with Gender gap DINDORI – census 2001
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Gender Gap in

Persons

Male

Female

Total

63.7

76.1

50.3

25.8

Total

54.2

70.0

38.2

31.7

Rural

52.8

68.9

36.6

32.2

Urban

81.0

90.6

70.8

19.8

Literacy

2.5.4 EDUCATION
The district is educationally backward due to many reasons among which few
are lack of awareness, poor connectivity, insufficient education infrastructure, poor
education facilities etc. The problem is even chronic in in case of female literacy and
higher classes/ professional courses.
There is not even a single professional institute in the district; only 02 colleges
and one vocational institute are available in the Dindori. MP government had recently
sanctioned a polytechnique which will certainly serve the purpose of training to youth
at the district level. It is alarming that education level in technical courses and
graduate/ post graduate education the district is lagging far behind the state and
national averages. Hence, there is a need to strengthen and support higher/professional
education amongst tribal graduates both financially and socially through motivation
and easy financial support especially among primitive schedule tribes in the district.
NUMBER OF LITERATES & LITERACY RATE BY SEX IN DINDORI:
(Source: Census of India, 2001)

Tehsil

Literates

Literacy Rate

Persons

Male

Female

Persons

Male

Female

Shahpura

52201

33714

18487

56.3

72.5

40.0

Dindori

209563

136068

73495

53.7

69.4

37.8

Although there is infrastructure created for education and other literacy schemes
from various funds like SSA, tribal development funds but still there are critical gaps
in the infrastructure relating to education such as inadequate Kitchen sheds in middle
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school, Boundary walls of the school, play grounds in the school, drinking water
facilities in the schools, latrines in the schools, furniture in class rooms and also there
is gap in number of sanctioned middle, high and higher secondary schools and proper
buildings for them .

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:

Details of the educational facility/ institution

Numbers

Primary School

1390

Middle School

294

Ashram Shala

31

High School

38

Higher Secondary School

32

Kendriya Vidyalaya

1

Jawahar Novodaya Vidhyalaya

1

Colleges

2

Commercial & Others

1

ITI(Shahpura)

1

Polytechnique(recently sanctioned IN 2007 )

1

2.5.5 HEALTH: Being formed out of Mandla district by separating 7 blocks of former Mandla
district in 1998 Dindori district yet can’t attain the threshold health infrastructure in
terms of health workers and infrastructure especially for Infants and Childs due to
which the IMR rate of the district is alarming and needs more attention .In addition to
this the 108 villages of the district are under fluoride affected area and safe drinking
water is also not available in these villages which should be given higher attention. In
the name of health infrastructure Dindori has one district hospital, seven Public Health
Centres, 27 Community Health Centers, 1 Ayurvedic dispensary and 8 Ayurvedic sub
centers. Health centers are mostly in depleted conditions.
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Table: Health Indicators
Indicator
Infant Mortality Rate
Maternal
Mortality
Rate

India
67.6
5.4

MP
86.1
6.0

Dindori
70
3.9
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Table: Health Infrastructure/units in the district (Allopathic hospital no.

needs to be checked)
Blocks

Allopathic

Community Primary

Hospital

Sub

Ayurvedic/

Health

Health

Health Homeopathic/

Center

Center

Center

Unani

Total

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Dindori

05

01

05

31

04

46

Amarpur

02

01

02

21

02

28

Samnapur

01

01

01

21

01

25

Bajag

03

01

03

22

-

29

Karanjiya

02

01

02

19

01

25

Shahpura

0.6

01

06

30

-

37.6

Mehendawani

0.8

01

02

17

01

21.8

Total

14.4

07

21

161

09

212.4

Table: Health workers in the district
Medical Officer

Health

Nurse

Allopathic

Others

Inspector

Staff

28

04

52

09

Compounder

Other

Total

09

17

39

District has only 32 medical officers spread over whole district which is not
sufficient because 42 medical centers require at least one MBBS doctor. Above table
shows that para medical staff is also not sufficient enough to cater medical services at
substantial level.
2.5.5 Drinking Water
The district Public health engineering department receives funds from Government of
India through State government under the head TSC and Swajaldhara but due to
planning constraints and lack of awareness in the majority of tribal population the rural
households are not having safe drinking water sources due to miss management of the
water sources. Survey carried out by PHED of the district reveals that 104 tube well
and 78 open well are declared unsafe for drinking water purposes and total 92 fluoride
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affected villages are also not having safe drinking water facilities due to which the
rural people consume the affected and unsafe water giving rise to various diseases and
ailments. The table below shows the water sources and their availability in comparison
to the state average which depicts that this sector is to be addressed by Convergence of
NRHM and TSC in better planned and practical way by PHED,WCD and department
of rural development.
HABITATION WITHOUT DRINKING WATER FACILITIES
BLOCK
NUMBER
Dindori
18
Amarpur
23
Samnapur
36
Bajag
11
Karanjiya
37
Shahpura
68
Mehendawani
57
TOTAL
250
(Source Survey conducted by PHED Dindori in year 2007)
Shahpura and Mehandwani Blocks need more attention as far as drinking water
facilities are concerned while a little effort will make Bajag Block fully covered block
with drinking water facility.
Source of Drinking Water ( in % Household )
Source

M.P.

DINDORI

Total

Total

Rural

Urban

Tap

25.3

5.7

3.0

62.2

Handpump

39.2

41.3

42.5

16.0

Tubewell

3.9

0.5

0.4

0.8

Well

29.0

39.6

40.7

17.4

Tank, Pond,well

0.3

0.7

0.7

0.1

River, Canal

1.3

6.0

6.1

3.2

Spring

0.5

5.8

6.1

0.1

Any other

0.4

0.4

0.4

0.3

Within Premises

24.6

5.6

4.1

35.7

Near Premises

51.2

51.7

52.5

35.4

Away

24.3

42.7

43.4

28.9

(Source: Drinking water survey 2003 and BPL survey 2002-03)
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Majority of rural population of district for drinking water purpose depends on
handpump and well however 13% rural population using unsafe drinking water sources
like river/pond.
PDS: The district have a well defined PDS system with LAMPS and other FPS
functioning in the direction of food and civil supplies department of the district but due
to scattered hamlets and poor connectivity the PDS is hindered in rainy seasons for
which strategic planning and soloutions are being taken up by the district Collector and
CEO ZP for facilitating the PDS and FPS .Monitoring committees at village level are
formed to watch the proper distribution of the food grains and other household retails
especially in rural area .There is a need of wear houses and small food grain godowns
for proper storage of the PDS ration well before the rainy seasons in the nodal places
for smooth distribution in rainy season also.
Table:NUMBER OF FPS SHOP
BLOCK

FPS

Dindori

31

Amarpur

16

Samnapur

18

Bajag

24

Karanjiya

29

Shahpura

28

Mehendawani

37

TOTAL

183

At Amarpur and Samnapur blocks PDS system needs to be strengthened.
RESOURCE INVENTORY
Land use pattern and Land holding pattern
Dindori district has mainly an agricultural based economy, as no major industrial
unit exists in the district. The Geographical area of the district is 358935 ha. The
agriculture is being done in 210498 ha. One third area of the district is under
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Reserve forest. The predominant crop in this district is Kharif. The area under
Kharif crop is 1.86 lakh ha., whereas under Rabi is only 86800 lakh ha. The mono
cropping pattern and non-availability of off farm employment opportunities show
the unavailability of round the year employment opportunities and poor condition
of the farmers and Agricultural Labours in this district.
TABLE LAND USE PATTERN
S.
No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10

Particulars
Total geographical area
Forest Area
Total fellow land
Gross cropped area
Net cropped area
Double cropped area
Area under kharif crops
Area under rabi crops
Irrigated area
a. Kharif
b. Rabi
Cropping intensity

Area
(lac.ha.)
6.12
2.31
0.45
2.86
2.05
0.67
1.86
0.86
0.06
0.06
0.03
138

District
%
37.7
7.4
46.7
33.5
32.7
65.0
30.07
2.93
2.93
1.05

Source: Agriculture Statistics, 2004-05

LAND HOLDING PATTERN
Although average land holding of the district is 3.15 Ha as compared to that of MP
which is 2.49 Ha the farmers are in poor condition owing to low productivity of soil
and lack of irrigation facilities. A large majority of tribals are associated with
agricultural activities. Due to their marginal and uneconomical holdings, earnings from
these pursuits do not give them reasonable levels of living. So the first major issue is
how to increase the productivity of their marginal holdings. Land holding pattern of the
district is given in table below
LAND HOLDING PATTERN
CATEGORY MP
DINDORI
NUMBERS AREA
NUMBERS AREA
(In Lakh) (In Lakh Ha) (In Lakh) (In Lakh Ha)
23.56
11.36
0.31
0.14
Marginal
16.88
24.38
0.15
0.23
Small
25.93
130.04
0.40
2.34
Others
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LAND HOLDING PATTERN
86.51

78.44

46.36

39.07
35.50
25.43

36.10
14.71

17.54

% Area

% Holding

6.85
% Holding

5.04 8.45

MP

% Area
DINDORI

Marginal

Small

Others

It is clear from the above figure that 46.36% farmers hold 86.51% of the land in Dindori
district as compared to 39.07% farmers of MP holding 78.44% of the land. Similarly,
marginal holding is 5.04% of the land with 36.1% of the farmers in the district , while
marginal holding is 6.85% with 35.5% farmers of MP.

AGRICULTURE
Dindori district is an agro-economy dependant district and agriculture is a major
livelihood means for the rural people of the district. The major crops of the district are
Rice, Kodo-kutki, Maize, Nizer Ramtil and Arhar. The district has only agriculture as
the main occupation of most of the people in the district, which provides partial or full
employment to 80% of the population of the district. But the income from it does not
meet even their basic needs of life. Most of the farmers are poor. For meeting their
basic consumption needs, they have to borrow money from moneylenders at very high
rates of interest.
Un harnessed natural resources and use of traditional methods of agriculture
result in low crop yields and hence low income from crops. Therefore migration to
cities and towns for livelihood support is common in the district. Normally, 22% of the
people from most of the villages migrate seasonally for 6 months or so every year and
in some cases, they are out of their villages for almost whole of the year.
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The districts agriculture production is very low in compare to the land available for
agriculture .The main reason behind this is the lack in irrigation facilities and primitive
agriculture practices by the agriculture labors and farmers. The major constraints in
enhancement of agriculture production and livelihood development through agriculture
and horticulture is the lack of awareness and poverty due to which the farmers which
are marginal and small (as per land holdings) in majority doesn’t use fertilizers only
very few of them use fertilizers in their crops as well as extension of irrigation
facilities is inadequate.
As discussed earlier the land quality does not allow growing paddy in few of the part of the
district. As far as cereal crops are concerned most of the farmers grow cereal crops for selfconsumption only, because productivity is not enough to fulfill the need of people. Farmers
sell cereal produce in market very rarely. Mainly Niger and Mustard are grown as cash crop.
Maize - Mustard crop rotation is practiced in backyard and FYM is used in this rotation and
field crops are grown without using fertilizer. Crop rotation Kodo/Kutki - Niger- Kodo/Kutki fallow is practiced in bharra land. Paddy-wheat crop rotation is in practice in all the blocks
except Karanjia Block where Paddy - lentil crop rotation is used. Maize-Mustard cropping
pattern commonly used in good quality soil.
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The table below shows the production under major crops in the district in various seasons:

Table: Agriculture production
Crop

Area under major Productivity
crops (Ha)

Kg/ha

Wheat

33279.00

640

Paddy

78295.00

1020

Barley

86.00

900

Maize

18089.00

1130

Kodo, Kutki

46029.00

1350

Total

175778.00

FOOD GRAIN

PULSES
Gram

6308.00

610

Arhar (Tur)

3144.00

1010

Urad

2846.00

683

Alsi

285.00

250

Others

28400.00

6283.00

Total

40983.00

8836.00

OIL SEEDS
Groundnut
Til/Niger
Soybean
Rai/Sarson
Total

9.00
32000.00
4455.00
48684.00
53401.00

1000
300
750
590

.00
208.00
240.00
453.00

4.00
6675.00
3278.00
9953.00

36.00

270

HORTICULTURE
Sugarcane
Vegetables and Fruits
Spices
Total
FIBER
Jute
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The table below shows the use of fertilizers in various crops
Use of NPK fertilizers

RABI

KHARIF

TOTAL

Urea

200

998

1198

Singal Super phosphate

100

370

470

Potash

51

1

52

DAP

100

343

443

TOTAL

451

1712

2163

N

110

521

631

P

61

217

278

K

29

0

29

TOTAL

200

738

938

Crop Area
Crops are grown in two seasons only i.e. Kharfi and Rabi. Negligible area falls under
Jayad season because irrigation facility is poor. Crop area is described below

Kharif Crop Area
Above chart depicted that Kodo-Kutki, Maize, Ramtil and paddy are produced in all the
blocks. Most of the area (around 4000 ha.) under Soybean falls in Karanjia Block and very
little area of Soybean
is covered in Bajag
Block. Dindori Block
ranks first in Paddy
and Niger area while
Shahpura
Block
covers highest area
of
Kodo-Kutki
amongst
all
the
Blocks. Area under
Maize is more or less
same in all the
Blocks.
Cropping
pattern shows that
soil quality and water
retention capacity of
soil is better in Dindori and Karanjia Block. More than 70% area of total crop area of
Shahpura and Mehadwani Blocks comes under Niger and Kodo-Kutki which is an indicator
of stony (bharra) soil. Farmers sow Maize first then Paddy in Kharif season because Maize
and Paddy are staple foods and farmers want to get these crops harvested earlier.
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Rabi Crop Area
The major crops
of

Rabi

Wheat,
and

are
Lentil

Mustard.

Although
Linseed,

Pea

and Gram are
grown

but

little

amount.

Highest

in
area

(around 17000 ha.) is covered in Dindori Block whereas receiving highest average annual
rainfall of the district i.e. 1690 mm, lowest area (around 6000 ha.) is sown in Mehadwani
Block. Despite having good rainfall and good quality soil only around 2500 ha. area out of
total 13000 ha. Rabi area, is covered under Wheat in Karanjia Block while half of the total
Rabi area (around 6000 ha.) is covered under Lentil cultivation. As water requirement is less
in Lentil it is obvious that irrigation facility is less in this particular Block. This is also
supported by census 1991 data according to that only 0.71 ha. is covered by other irrigation
sources, this is lowest irrigation area covered by any Block. According to 1991 census Bajag
ranks first in irrigated area i.e. 616 ha. but ranks third in comparison to Blockwise Rabi crop
area of district. Area of Mustard and Wheat is almost same in Dindori and Shahpura Blocks
which is highest amongst all the Blocks of district.

3.2 FOREST RESOURCES:The forest area of the district is 2310 sq. Km. which forms 37.7% of forest
coverage to total geographical area of district. Reserve forest area is 2285.846 sq. km
and protected forest is 21.608 sq. km. The forest types area Moist peninsular high level
sal forest, Moist peninsular low level sal forest, Moist peninsular valley sal forest,
Southern dry mixed deciduous forest. It has 87forest village. The 37.32% area of the
district is covered by Sal forest. Minor forest produce like tendu Patta, Mahlon patta,
Harra-Bahera-anvola & char is collected every year by rural people which is means of
their livelihood. NTFP of about 30 crores rupees is transported from Dindori every
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year, this produce can be processed at local level and there is a good opportunity to
convert this produce into a cash return as a secondary processed goods product by
developing local market and supportive infrastructure for primary processing

The temperate climate and the equitable distribution of rain make forest of
Dindori an ideal plateau for dense vegetation cover.
Collection and sale of mahuloan patta an leaf of shrub used for making donna
pattals(food eating improvise thalis/plates) which costs Rs.10-20 for 100 numbers
mostly used in group dinners and meals in marriages and cultural function in south and
north central India especially the patta is used in Andhara Pradesh .The temporary
utensils items made of these leaves are also used in M.P in place of plastic glass and
plates and are treated as more holy and religious due to purely organic and natural
matter. About 05 trucks of these plates are exported per day in the 06 months season
from the district through various vendors and agents. The rural people especially
women are adopting the collection of these leaves as means of livelihood and income
like collection of tendu patta without tough forest clearances. This can be grabbed and
developed as good opportunity for cash income returns.
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Collection of Achar chironzi a dry fruit item used in various tasty preparation in
kitchen, sweets items and is also having medicinal qualities and used in composition of
various drugs in the allopathic and ayurvedic pharmaceutical industries .The achar
chironzi (NTFP) collected in Dindori is sold in the local market on weekly days hat
bazaars at Rs.50-60 per Kg from where this produce after packing in gunny bags is
transported to grading units and factories Bilaspur (Gorela) or Raipur where the
produce is packed and processed for further sale at Rs.100-140 per Kg to
Bombay,Gujrat and delhi markets. If the collection of char chironzi is given wear
housing and marketing support than the collectors can get the right price for their
produce .The collectors can also be given revolving fund and other infrastructure
support for promotion of livelihood.

3.3 Ecological implications/ significancediversity.
The eco-system of Biosphere reserve of Dindori is truly unique. The proportion of
species genera is 13:1 in the world, in India it is 7:1 and in Dindori biosphere reserve area it is
15:1. This makes every genus of great botanical importance because if a particular plant
becomes extinct the genus itself will die because it does not live through any of its variant
species. There are very few such spots in India and this makes forest of Dindori biosphere
reserve area, a natural heritage area of national
and international importance.

The forest of Dindori district is home
to various invaluable medicinal plants like
brahmi, gulbakawali, safedmusli, kalimusli,
tejraj, bhojraj, patalkumhna, kali haldi, devraj,
hatahjodi, jatashankari, ashva gandha. At present the local vaids use them to make
herbal remedies, some of which are well known for their potency.

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

31

Horticulture Area
Total area under Horticulture is 1070 ha. out of which 43.7% is covered by spices.
Spices grown in district include
Chilli, Turmeric, Coriander and
Area under Horticulture(ha.)
Azwain.
If we compare
horticulture
area
to
total
Area under Fruit
Agriculture land (277123 ha.), it
220
crop
is only 0.4%. Per head need of
468
Area under
vegetable and fruit in the district
Vegetable
is 280 g and 85 g respectively.
Area under
382
However, vegetable and fruit
Spices
need of the district is fulfilled by
Mandla and Jabalpur. Field
analysis of district support unit revealed that there is high scope of growing vegetable and fruit
crops but this is possible only when irrigation facility is made available in sufficient amount.

3.4 WATER RESOURCES:RIVERS: 'Narmada' is the lifeline of the district. It runs 200 km within district. The other
most important rivers are Kharmer, Silgi, Khannat & Kanai. Holy & Serene Narmada
enters from Shahdol District and transverse Karnjiya, Dindori blocks of the district
feeding the rural & urban population of the district in various means
3.5 MINERALS: The district is very poor in terms of minerals resources. Following type of resources
are found in the district but on a very little amount.
3.6 HUMAN RESOURCES:In District Dindori the total employment in the farm sector is 80%. Most of the
population is dependent on agriculture and forests for their livelihoods. There is lot of
unskilled population in the district and very rarely they use the modem agricultural practices.
Since there is not a single industry and absence of industrial area, the amount of technical
manpower is very less. The administrative manpower is not sufficient enough to handle the
district administration and different ongoing schemes. The reason is the remoteness of Dindori
from all the major towns and very poor connectivity. Hence most of the staff is on deputation.
The following table shows major occupational status of the district and the blocks.
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CATEGORY AND GENDER WISE WORKING POPULATION OF THE
DISTRICT
(AS PER 2001 CENSUS)
75.74
62.31
51.22

48.78

49.13

50.87
37.69
24.26

CULTIVATOR

AGRICULTURE
LABORER
MALE

HOUSEHOLD
INDUSTRIES

OTHER

FEMALE

TABLE: OCCUPATIONAL STATUS
Farmer

Agricultural Labour

Family Occupation

Other Working

Main Working

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

165103

157238

25532

26432

2941

1779

12672

4060

140845

112529

Total

Working

Marginal Working

Total Working

Total non working

Percentage

of

population to total population
Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Male

Female

Total

24258

44709

165103

157238

112799

118720

28.43

27.08

55.51

As can be seen from the tables dindori district have about 56 % working population out of
which 46% is main working population. Ratio of male and female working population is
almost 1:1.

3.7 LIVESTOCK:Most of the population of the district comprises of landless labours, small and
marginal farmers, Livestock is the back- bone of agricultural based economy.
Presently Department of Animal Husbandry of M.P. Govt. providing 9 Veterinary
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Hospitals, 24 Veterinary Dispensaries, 19 A.I. Units, 1 Ambulatory Clinic (at the
districts level), which provides veterinary Services to the farmers of 7 blocks. The

Animal Husbandry service are reaching to merely 50% of the breeding
population, 70% of the livestock belongs to small & marginal farmers having
less than 30% landholdings. District has a full prospect of dairy development,
goat farming and poultry. Status of livestock in the district is given in the table
below
TABLE
STATUS OF LIVESTOCK IN THE DISTRICT
POPULATION

CONTRIBUTION % IN
STATE

CROSS BRED

34

0.01

INDIGENOUS

351924

1.90

BUFFALO

49436

0.65

SHEEP

220

0.04

GOAT

68773

0.90

PIG

11443

3.30

HORSES

2138

6.80

MULES

117

2.80

DONKEY

242

0.60

9

0.003

190854

1.60

156

0.60

SPECIES
CATTLE

CAMEL
POULTRY
DUCKS

Source: 2003 Animal Census(Provisional)

On the basis of Animal Census 2003 there is a veterinary institution per 14679
animals while as per the norms prescribed by NCA (National Commission on
Agriculture) it should be for at least 5000 Adult Cattle Unit. Male:Female ratio among
the cattle is 1.5 which depicts that farmers are dependent on bullock power for
agriculture purpose.
The livestock population of these backward areas is genetically poor and
economically unsuitable, but is an essential part of the tribal life style. The issue,
therefore, is how can livestock be made economically viable.
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4 INFRASTRUCTURE:4.1 ROADS AND RAILWAYS
In Dindori total road network is 1533 km. out of which 572 km is pakka road and 260
km is kachha roads. Jabalpur-Dindori-Amarkantak road is under construction that will
be completed in 2008. This road will be the shortest route from Jabalpur to Bilaspur.
After completion of this road economic returns from tourism and trading will be much
higher. There is no rail network in the District.
The road network has been classified in the there categories.
O.D.R. - 114 No., Length 1353 Km. (approx)
MDR - 6 No., Length 147.20 Km. (approx)
State Highway - 7 No. Length-258.80 Km. (approx)

Formal Credit System
There are 33 branches of all commercial, regional, cooperative and land development
banks. Mandla-Balaghat Regional Rural Bank has been sponsored by Central Bank Of
India. Central Bank of India is Lead Bank of the district. Table below depicts the status
of branches of different banks in the district.
73.88% of the total credit flow is in agriculture sector showing that economy of the
district is totally based on agriculture. Commercial Banks are investing substantially in
other priority sector. Year wise credit flow in different sectors by the different banks of
the district is given in aforesaid table.
It is clear from the table that over the year there has been growth in credit flow from
68.62% in 2002-03 to 73.88% in 2004-05 in agriculture sector that involves crop and
term loan. This investment is basically on minor irrigation, land development,
agricultural implements, horticulture, animal husbandry, poultry, fisheries etc.
Because of lack of entrepreneurship there is no significant growth in non-agriculture
as well as other priority sector where the investment of credit from the commercial
banks is much more.
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TABLE 1.16
CATEGORY WISE STATUS OF CREDIT FLOW
S BANK
2002-03
No
TARGET
1 CROP LOAN
182.55
Commercial Banks 6.75
Cooperative Banks 156.00
NABARD
0.00
Regional
Rural
19.80
Banks
2 TERM LOAN
355.65
Commercial Banks 196.37
Cooperative Banks 36.54
NABARD
48.65
Regional
Rural
74.09
Banks
AGRICULTURE
3 SECTOR
538.2
Commercial Banks 203.12
Cooperative Banks 192.54
NABARD
48.65
Regional
Rural
93.89
Banks
NONAGRICULTURE
154.37
4 SECTOR
Commercial Banks 135.32
Cooperative Banks 1.75
NABARD
0.00
Regional
Rural
Banks
17.30
OTHER PRIORITY
5 SECTOR
238.9
Commercial Banks 135.55
Cooperative Banks 86.85
NABARD
0.00
Regional
Rural
16.50
Banks
GRAND TOTAL 931.47

ACHEIVEMENT
134.11
4.14
115.15
0.00

2003-04
TARGET
180.4
9.10
159.00
0.00

ACHEIVEMENT
262.83
31.15
207.59
0.00

2004-05
TARGET
341.69
40.50
269.87
0.00

ACHEIVEMENT
350
48.81
269.87
0.00

14.82
414.36
107.95
3.69
74.07

12.30
370.58
218.42
35.80
34.66

24.09
440.75
187.58
7.00
86.02

31.32
572.98
243.85
9.10
111.83

31.32
583.55
257.17
10.10
116.80

228.65

81.70

160.15

208.20

199.48

548.47
112.09
118.84
74.07

550.98
227.52
194.80
34.66

703.58
218.73
214.59
86.02

914.67
284.35
278.97
111.83

933.55
305.98
279.97
116.80

243.47

94.00

184.24

239.52

230.80

41.92
31.22
0.00
0.00

154.25
129.00
1.00
0.00

47.52
21.64
0.00
1.31

203.5
151.00
2.00
1.50

75
50.00
2.00
12.00

10.70

24.25

24.57

49.00

11.00

208.89
131.21
0.00
1.00

298.17
170.43
86.38
3.61

237.89
165.01
5.18
3.67

310.66
165.01
77.95
3.67

255
170.00
5.00
25.00

76.68
799.28

37.75
64.03
1003.40 988.99

64.03
55.00
1428.83 1263.55

Source: Potential Linked Credit Plan 2005-06
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FIG 1.11
SECTOR WISE GROWTH IN CREDIT FLOW
73.88

71.14

68.62

26.13

24.05
k
4.8

5.24
2002-03

20.18
5.94

2003-04

2004-05

AGRICULTURE SECTOR

NON-AGRICULTURE SECTOR

OTHER PRIORITY SECTOR

FIG 1.12
BANK AND YEAR WISE CREDIT FLOW IN AGRICULTURE SECTOR
44.4

31.1

32.8

30.5

30.0

26.2

21.7

20.4

13.5

Commercial Banks

Cooperative Banks
2002-03

12.2 12.5

NABARD

2003-04

24.7

Regional Rural Banks

2004-05

FIG 1.13
BANK AND YEAR WISE CREDIT FLOW IN NON-AGRICULTURE SECTOR
74.5
66.7
51.7
45.5

25.5
16.0
0.0 0.0
Commercial Banks

2.7

0.0

Cooperative Banks
2002-03

2003-04

14.7

2.8

NABARD

Regional Rural Banks

2004-05
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4.4 TELECOMMUNICATION
Mostly villages are connected by telecommunications network. Teledensity in the
district is 14 There are 4500 landline connections and 1200 mobile connections. There
are 14 telephone exchanges that are operational in the district.
4.5 IRRIGATION: The percentage area under irrigation of Dindori district is 0.4% against the
national average 38%. The net irrigation area under Rabi in normal rains is 0.03 lakh
hectare, which is 1.05% of total cultivated area. District has 30 minor irrigation tanks
(completed) with designed irrigation capacity of 6448 Ha. of Kharif and 1089 Ha. Rabi
crop. Despite lifeline river Narmada travelling in the district for approx. 200 Km , the
irrigation potential is not yet exhausted.
4.6 ELECTRICITY
97.01% of the villages in the district are electrified. Table below shows the details of
electrification in the village
Table : Blockwise details of electrification
S.No

Block

No of inhabited villages

No. of unelectrified villages

1

Dindori

188

08

2

Amarpur

101

04

3

Samnapur

115

06

4

Bajag

92

09

5

Karanjiya

104

12

6

Shahpura

191

03

7

Mehendawani

111

07
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SWOT ANALYSIS
1.22.1 STRENGTHS
•

Enormous forest covering 37.7% of total geographical area.

•

Various non-timber forest produces like mahol patta, wild honey, mahua etc.

•

Rich in biodiversity as identified by MoEF.

•

Fair level of average annual rainfall i.e. 1250.

•

Chemical free agriculture produce

•

2 fairly major perennial river and a large number of nallas and rivulets.

•

Active PRIs

•

Availability of cheap labour

•

Large cattle population

•

A large number of women's self-help groups formed in the district.

•

Steeply improving rate of literacy in the district.

•

Government and the administration, committed to development.

•

Scope for eco-tourism

1.22.2 WEAKNESSES
•

Poor Connectivity, because many roads get cut during the long monsoon
period. No accessibility by Rail.

•

No major city on proximity

•

High soil erosion due to high slope leads to poor fertility and productivity of soil

•

Low cattle productivity due to traditional breeds and unavailability of green
fodder.

•

Poor irrigation facilities and power infrastructure.

•

Low Agricultural productivity with primitive farming techniques.

•

No major industries due to poor infrastructure

•

Rapid depletion of forest resources

•

Low level of literacy, poor health and nutritional status

•

Lack of well organized marketing structure for minor forest produce.

•

Several schools/ICDS/Health centers still have no building.

•

Low capacity of extension workers on the field.

•

Low level of technical awareness among the villagers.

•

Poor training facilities in the district.

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

39

1.22.3 OPPORTUNITIES
•

Extension of irrigation facilities can convert large area falls under single crop
area into double crop area

•

Adoption of scientific agriculture practice will increase production of crops

•

High scope of watershed management and rural livelihoods.

•

Promotion of horticulture and cultivation of medicinal plant across the district
due to high rainfall and low temperature.

•

Livelihoods opportunities not yet exploited to the full.

•

Government holds Dindori in the focus of development efforts due to major
forest coverage.

•

High movement of agricultural and forest produces out of the district in
unprocessed form imply ample opportunities for activities relating to value
addition.

•

The new quest for organic foods holds opportunities

•

Traditional skills like handicraft, handloom, painting, sculpture etc. can be
marketed in organised way

•

Major and minor hydraulic structures can be developed on the perennial rivers.

•

A strong network of active PRIs facilitates outreach services for training and
skill development.

• Traditional affinity of tribal with the forest can be used in forest protection &
plantation activities.
• Tourism spots like Ghughwa national park, various water falls, Chhada and
nearer to Kanha & Bandhavgarh National Park and on the way to holy place
Amarkantak.
1.22.3 THREATS
•

The overly rigorous provisions of the Forest Conservation Act.

•

Problems peculiar to villages in the interior parts of the district which
pose challenges to construction activities.

•

Lack of intrepreneurship among the rural mass.

•

Excessive run off due to undulating topography

•

District is left wing extremism prone as the district border is surrounded
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by Balaghat ,Mandla district of M.P and district Kavardha, Koria and
Bilaspur of C.G. State which are naxal affected.
•

Poor electrification network & facility

•

The Baigas and other tribes are traditionally abducted of Alcoholism

•

Lack of awareness in tribal people regarding proper management of
natural resources and collection of NTFP

•

Myths of tribal people

IDENTIFICATION OF THE CRITICAL GAPS IN THE LEAD SECTORS:After analyzing the resource inventory and considering the background of the
districts the SWOT analysis was carried out. This has resulted into identification of
lead sectors and critical gaps in those sectors. To accelerate the development process, it is
necessary that these barriers should be removed forthwith.

1.

IRRIGATION:-

District is facing daunting challenge of maintaining food security problem in the face
of rapidly growing population. Primitive agriculture practice and increase in
population is deepening the gap between demand and supply of food. The gap between
gross food consumption & the gross food demand is increasing with net sown area
almost remaining static. The additional food grain output has to come from 3 sources.
• Expansion & fuller utilization of irrigation potential
• Increase in capacity and improving the efficiency of irrigation sources
• Yield improvement in irrigated agriculture
• Yield improvement in rain fed agriculture
Dindori district is predominantly situated in Satpura ranges, 1100 meter above
mean sea level. The geographical area of Dindori district is mostly hilly and the
average annual rainfall is 1196.3mm. The topography consists of highly undulated to
steep slopes where 90% of the rainwater drains fo at high speed as run off water. More
over the number of water bodies with storage capacity is less. The percentage area
under irrigation of Dindori district is 0.4% against the national average 38%. The
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agriculture density is less compare to state index. The rural livelihood depends on
agriculture. Number of BPL families is 66947 mostly inhabited in remote & unaccessible pockets of the forest & rural areas. The percentage of population residing in
rural area is 94%. Average agriculture land holding is one to two hectares. This is less
to both state & national average. The net area under the agriculture is 298000 ha. The
net area under Rabi is normal rains is 104000 ha. Since last three years Dindori District
is facing drought severely and water table is going down day by day.
There is an acute need to increase the water storage capacity in the whole
district so as to increase the surface water bodies and the ground water table. There are
large no of Tanks. Streams, Rivers, un taped for irrigations and other purposes such as
fishery.
Against the designed irrigation potential in the year 2002-03 the actual
Rabi and Kharif crops irrigated were 1089 Ha. and 397 Ha respectively. This shows
that there is wide gap between designed irrigation capacity and actual irrigated area
due to following reasons.
Paucity of maintenance fund.
Damaged canal structures.
Water loss through canal by percolation and seepage.
Irrigation water not reaching up to the canal tail.
In order to solve this growing problems establishment of Mangal Turbine on
existing stop dams along with some additional civil works is devised in this plan
2.

AGRICULTURE: Dry land agriculture is pestered with various problems such as surface soil, land

and environmental degradation. Population increase and pressure on land is the main
contributing factor. Main corps of Dindori district area Wheat, Paddy, Maize. Kodo,
Kutki, Ramtila, Mustard, Lentil, Pea, Gram, Linseed and Soybean. Total number of
agricultural cultivators is 163247 and agricultural labour is 47057. The soil profile
stratifications shows very less of topsoil. The Kharif crop area is more than the Rabi
crop area.
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In addition to poor irrigation facilities hilly & undulating topography results in
to more water loss. Thus the agricultural productivity is very low. Hence Rabi crop
coverage is very low. The farmers of the region use local seeds in agriculture practices.
Area coverage for fruits and vegetable is less. No watershed work is seen which is also
contributing in low productivity and low fertility of soil.
The Farmers of this district use the fertilizer or manure in very less amount.
Farmers spread cow dung in backyard in raw form. The poor soil texture does not
allow heavy use of chemical fertilizer. Also chemical fertilizers are a great financial
burden on the farmer. Bio-fertilizer such as vermicompost can play an important role
in place of chemical fertilizer. At present some farmers have started using Vermi
Compost, which is not sufficient.
3.

SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION: Indian agriculture is complex entity compressing the diversity of social &

ecological elements. Madhya Pradesh has highest proportion of India's dry land
districts. India has total 1077 dry land districts occupying 19% of the total dry area.
Madhya Pradesh has about 89% of districts as dry districts covering about 81% of the
total state geographical area under dry land over 55% of net sown area in Madhya
Pradesh still remains dependent on uncertain rainfall.
The geology of Dindori is typical with hard rocks in this region with pores. An
important factor contributing to poverty seems to be the inequalities in the distribution
of productive assets, particularly land. The rainfall is highly seasonal 90% of it is
concentrated in period of June to Oct. with total number of rainy days ranges 70 to 80
days. Most of the streams here are the careers of the seasonal run-off, of having very
low post monsoon flow. Irrigation potential from surface water is limited. The
expansion has been driven by perennial ground water & exploitation of ground water is
highest in Dindori.
Forest over in Madhya Pradesh is 35% of the total land area. Due to increase in
biotic pressure & the forest resources not responding to this increasing need. The old
harmony between the people & forest has broken down. Dindori district has very good
forest cover of high density. With high water & soil erosion due to undulating & hilly
area the run off is so fast that nearly 90% of the rain goes down the drain. Proper and
area specific soil & water conservation measures are the need of the hour.
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ELECTRICITY: In today's context access to electricity is the basic amenity. The proportion of

household with access to electricity is very less in Dindori. The urban to rural gap of
access to electricity is quite striking. Among population segments the coverage of
electricity at household varies significantly in comparison to SC/ST & the other
households. The per capita electricity is quite low specifically in forest area where
access to electricity is still a distant dream.
The level of electrification in forest village & tola (HAMLET) of revenue
village is very low. Out of 927 village 842 village have been electrified. 56 villages are
unelectrified. Out of 842 electrified villages 98 Tola(hamlets) of 7 blocks still do not
have electricity supply or connection.
5.

RURAL CONNECTIVITY:A good road connectivity of habitations particularly of rural area, with sub-

divisional towns and district headquarters, is often the primary means of
supplementing the public effort directed at providing basic health and educational
services, as infra structural support for production, trade and commerce at the local
village level. The road connectivity of village with population less than 1000 was
under 50% at national level. Madhya Pradesh has 22% of the village connected by
roads and is lowest in India. Kerala, Karnataka, Hariyana and Punjab have 100%
connectivity of such villages by roads.
There is very poor accessibility by the road network and no rail network exists
in the district. The roads in Dindori are in bad shape, connectivity is poor, and surface
is not even and is full of potholes.
In Dindori total road network is 3081 Km. out of which 1206 km. is pakka road
and 1875 km is kachcha roads. The road under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojna
(PMGSY) in 5 years will connect number of villages having population 500 and above.
Although Jabalpur-Dindori-Amarkantak road to be completed in 2008 will increase
transport facility of the district. The road network has been classified in to three
categories.
O.D.R. - 114 No., Length 1353 km. (approx)
MDR - 6 No., Length 147.20 km. (approx)
State Highway - 7 No. Length 258.80 Km. (approx)
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HEALTH: The State had the highest crude birth rate & second highest infant mortality rate

in the country. However currently it has gone down. The state budget in the health
sector has gone up. Increased emphasis is needed in strengthening rural network of
health sector & health education programmes, which has a direct impact on reducing
infant mortality rate and maternal mortality rate. Historically this district lags behind in
female education, communication & transport infrastructure. The demographic profile
shows that tribal population is living in inaccessible & remote area, the low density of
population make the provisions of health services costly & difficult. Non-availability
of technically trained personnel in addition to poverty has contributed to relative
backwardness. Dindori still falls short of desirable norms hence rapid expansion of
health infrastructure especially of rural area in Dindori is required.
Dindori has one district hospital, seven PHCs, 27 CHCs, one Ayurvedic
dispensary and eight Ayurvedic sub centers. IMR 70 per thousand, MMR 3.9 per
thousand & birth rate of 26 per thousand. Health centers are mostly in depleted
conditions. Staffs are in sanctioned strength but are without proper infrastructure of
building.
Under Health service sector, the accessibility is less, the reason is that the
sanctioned number of staff is there but most of the CHCs, PHCs & Health Sub Centers
do not have their own building. Still there are number of Sub Health Center which are
without buildings. These Sub Centers buildings are on rental basic.
The District has difficulties in health amenities to cater the general masses. The
major problem of high MMR and IMR has to be tackled by filling the gap of
infrastructure for health amenities and services. One of the major reasons attributed to
high MMR and IMR is lack of facility for safe institutional delivery.

7.

WOMEN & CHILD DEVELOPMENT: India's social and economic statistics and demographic indicators show that

annual rate of population growth (1991-2001) 2.13%, crude birth rate (1999) 26.1,
crude death rate (1991) 8.7, life expectancy at birth (1993-97) 61.1, total fertility rate
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(2000) 3.3, average annual growth rate of urban population (1981-1991) 3.10%. Major
strides in increasing access to health service across the country have reduced. Infant
mortality rate from 110 per 1000 live births in 1981 to 70 per 1000 lb in 1999. The
IMR for India in rural areas is 31 points higher than that of urban areas. Nearly 23
percent of babies are born with low birth weight. One in three children are afflicted
with acute respiratory infections. Around 100000 women die from pregnancy or
pregnancy related caused each year. Maternal mortality is estimated to be in the range
of 425-653 per 100000 live births. 47% India's children under 3 year of age are
malnourished, 51% of the households do not consume iodized salt.
The Birth rate of M.P. is 30 and Dindori district is 26. Death rate of M.P. is 10
and of Dindori district is 10. IMR of state is 86.10 and Dindori district is 70. MMR of
M.P. is 4 and of Dindori district is 3.9.
District programme of women & child development has about seven projects in
blocks of Dindori, Shahpura, Mehendwani, Bajag, Karanjiya, Samnapur and Amarpur.
Under this project it has 1048 Anganwadi centers. In this Anganwadi Kendra children
from age 0-6, pregnant women, adolescent girls are covered in various developmental
scheme of the department. Children of poor, SC/ST, BPL families go to Anganwadi
Kendra. This department looks after Vaccination, reference service, health checkup,
informal education, nutritional diet, and health education. The total sanction strength of
Anganwadi Kendra is 1048 out of which 492 have government building and 756 are
without building. These 356 Anganwadi Kendra is on rental basic.
8.

EDUCATION: Madhya Pradesh radical education guarantee scheme is spreading education at

the minimal cost to remote village & tribal pockets. Primary Education exists even in
remote & poorest habitations. The change that required was to make people drive to
Primary Education & not educational bureaucracies. Improvement in quality of
primary school is most significant intervention. Child friendly curriculum called
'Shekhna Shikhana' & mid day meal served as incentive for retention and class
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enrollment. Now the primary base of educational pyramid has to be increased giving
more fundamental infrastructure facilities.
Dindori district has two colleges, 32 higher Secondary School, 38 High School
& 294 middle school and 1390 primary schools. No. of new P.S. D.P.E.P 150, No. of
EGSs 390, No. of Ashram School 33. Literacy rate in Dindori has increased to 16.75%
in a decade, which is quite impressive. The Schools in rural areas have registered
increase in number of admissions to schools but are with out proper infrastructure of
building.
The gap between availability of school building to the school going children is
large in order to achieve the UNICEF targets in sector of education. Good and
sufficient infrastructure is required in school for all students. About 35 t0 50% High
School, Hostels, Ashram Shalas, Middle School need additional or completely new
setup.
The available data & cross tabulation source say the access of house
hold/persons to various amenities as health/Schools/Ashrams is of critical significance
for well being of modern day contexts. The need is to strengthen the higher education
sector the PST youth in the district are suffering a critical gap in field of higher
education due to their life style and poverty. Education status can be uplift by creating
awareness in the guardians and parents of the PST children/youth and supporting
higher education to PST in terms of financial support irrespective of their merits,
families’ monthly income, the professional course/higher study they are willing to
undergo. As is evident from the latest contractual appointments campaign in the
middle and higher schools of the district the candidates coming forward for the special
recruitment drive are not the tribal people or it can be also reflected from the vacant
posts reserved for tribes that the candidates with qualification as B.Ed, post graduation
or any professional qualification are still not available for the posts in spite of calling
6th round of waiting list.
9.

LIVELIHOODS PROMOTION: There is a dearth of skilled labour in the district. And the literacy level is very

low in the rural areas. There is perceptible lack of initiative & perseverance for work
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orientation. The agrarian practices are not modern and people are engaged only in the
farming and hence for livelihood promotion there is need for training and capacity
building.
With a poor marketing infrastructure there is no centralized market place to sale
agriculture/forest produces. Poor employment opportunity results into many causes.
One of them is low level of health & nutrition status. The Coverage scope for Artificial
Insemination is large.
Poverty is the state of the deprivations. In absolute terms it reflects the inability
of individual to satisfy certain basic minimal needs for a sustained, healthy &
reasonable productivity. The poverty ratio has declined from 44% in 1983 to 26% in
2002. The decline is 90 is faster than amenities. Looking as the urban as well as the
rural poor Madhya Pradesh is poorest in urban area. While in Dindori the situation is
different, here the poorest is the rural population. The level of employment is
composition of the growth in employment opportunities is a critical indicator of the
process of development in any economy. With the increase of the labour force decline
in the growth of the employment opportunities has increased the incidence of
unemployment.
Dindori district has 66947 BPL families. 94% of the population resides in rural
area. Migration is high & seasonal. The gap of human poverty is more in rural areas as
compared to the urban areas. Social & Physical environment have a direct bearing on
quality of life & has greater implication in the process of development.
10.

VILLAGE MICRO ENTERPRISE:Under SGSY the margin money is very less and it is not enough focused on

SHGs

simultaneously

whereas

BRGF

has

given

more

emphasis

on

INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT. Acute need was felt for linkage between the
seller and the buyer. The people in Dindori lack the basic orientation and skills of
various entrepreneurial activities.
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MARKETING INFRASTRUCTURE: Market access is a key concern of micro-entrepreneurs & is often ranked by

micro-entrepreneurs as one the top problems they face along with access to finance.
Market access is a key issue for enterprises of all sizes, not just micro-enterprises.
Micro-enterprises are often dependent on easily accessible local market outlets with
low rates of return & a restricted size, which depresses income & growth rates in the
sector. Dindori district has 579312 populations but there is no defined market/haat
bazaar area for selling various agricultural/forest/dairy produce.
12.

VETERINARY SERVICE SECTOR/ANIMAL HUSBANDRY SECTOR:
Economy of Dindori district is primarily agriculture based with animal

husbandry taking secondary position. Rural population mostly is of small & marginal
farmers, land less labours, agriculture lobours, BPLs SC/ST all most all have adequate
number of cattle. District has a full prospect of dairy development, goat farming and
poultry. There is no building infrastructure. Similarly 11-vet dispensaries are without
any building.
National breeding programme of A.I. activities are carried out in this District.
This breeding programme requires mobility. Under SGSY, BRGF, dairy is the main
activity under income generation programme. Hence the A.I. programme has to be
boosted with mobility and access for each & every village.
13.

DAIRY ACTIVITY: -

Dairy farming is subsidiary activity to agriculture in rural economy. The milk
production of local animal is very less. Hence improved crossbreed is suggested for
profitable business. Milk as we all know is a wholesome food for people of all ages as
it contains Proteins, Fat, Carbohydrates, Vitamins & Minerals in an appropriate
amount. Being such an important wholesome food it is not available to the common
mass in this district in the required quantity because of the scarcity of the high lactating
animal in the district. Quality of breed is poor so their lactating performance is also
very low. The only way to solve this problem is introduction of animal, which has high
milk producing capacity. The milk with 7% fat is not available even at Rs. 16 per kg.
So there is a great gap between demand and supply. Presently, under Swarna Jayanti
Gram Swarojgar Yojna Dairy units are supplied to the villages but their number is not
healthy.
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Thus following critical gaps are identified in the lead sectors: • Lack of Irrigation facilities & drought proofing
• Poor infrastructure
• Poor connectivity and accessibility
• Poor Health & Education Facilities
• Need for Promotion of Livelihoods
• Low Agriculture Productivity
• Need for training & capacity building.

Strategy Proposed:
District Planning Commitee, district Dindori proposes to follow a strategy
where growth must be of a qualitative kind such that it is sustainable and environment
friendly and is accompanied by increase in incomes and employment of the poor and
generates stable employment and livelihood to the poor. Social inequality is a major
dimension of poverty and deprivation affecting their access to public services and
institutions. Strategies should be aimed at reducing inequality through increasing the
access of the poor to assets, natural resources, public goods and political institutions.
Combines with this is the need to increase participation by poor in local institutions
(which remains low despite some improvement) are playing a greater role in the lives
of the poor than in the past.
(A) AGRICULTURAL GROWTH: Agriculture is still the backbone of the MP economy with 73% of the population
in rural areas and 78% of the workforce is dependent upon agriculture. In district
Dindori the total employment in the farm sector is 80%. From the perspective of the
poor, improvement in agricultural growth should be linked with improvement in its
employment potential, should improve food security of poor households, and should be
accompanied by reduction in seasonal and cyclical fluctuations in production, thereby
reducing their risk and vulnerability to recurrent droughts and famines.
The agricultural economy in the district is still largely rain fed, with only 0.4%
of the total area under cultivation is irrigated. The cropping intensity in the district is
low. Thus, a major strategic shift is to increase the area under irrigation, improving
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water retention and water management through formation of irrigation/general-purpose
tank/watershed management, and improving the productivity of rain-fed agriculture,
which will have a major impact on poverty.
The main elements of pro-poor agricultural growth strategy which emerge are:
(a)

Maximization of irrigation potential mainly through schemes which reduce

displacement risks to a minimum and water conservation structures to ensure long term
sustainability and water balance.
(b)

Extension of irrigation facilities to the farmers fields by Canals, Diversion

Weirs, LIS, MIS, and Sprinklers to properly utilize the captured water in reservoirs and
even small structures by better management and support.
(b)

Approaches, which reduce risk and increase food security particularly under

rain-fed and irrigation scarcity conditions. Introduction of organic farming, optimum
water utilization techniques and introduction of mixed faming techniques.
(c)

Animal husbandry initiatives for marginal farmers for development of dairy and

milk production as a major livelihood option linked with agriculture.
(B)

NON-AGRICULTURAL GROWTH: Given the agro-ecological conditions in the District a decline in poverty will

also require a growth in employment and livelihoods in the non-agricultural sector.
With its vast natural resource base, the District has the potential for expanding its rural
livelihoods in the agro forestry sector. The district also has a large potential for
exploiting the rich clay content of the soil by initiating brick-kilns.
(C) ENABLING PRO-POOR AGRICULTURE GROWTH:I) MAXIMIZATION OF IRRIGATION POTENTIAL: Dindori district is
predominantly a tribal district situated in the Satpura ranges, 1100m above sea level.
Most of the land is undulating and hilly. The soil type is Sandy and loamy. The
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topography of the district and geological profile are suitable for water harvesting and
percolation structure.
Efforts made in soil and water conservation last years under NREGS and RSVY
have shown that these interventions have the potential to not only increase ground
water levels but also to increase double cropped area. Under RSVY Irrigation tanks
canal lining/Stop dams/Anicut repairs/stop dam/diversions/Mangal turbine/ Renovation
of stop dams are done which is resulting in an impact of increased irrigation potential.
Active participation of community is of key element for the works proposed under
BRGF. Besides checking soil and water erosion, the reservoirs and tanks proposed in
the plan will further improve water table leading to increase in crop productivity to a
great extent. The hydrams will certainly add up to the irrigation extension without
electricity and the one time financial input will also be fruitfully utilized in undulating
fields.
Poor irrigation facilities are major barriers to growth in this district where
agriculture constitutes the main stay of rural economy.
II) FOOD SECURITY AND AGRICULTURE EXTENSION: The infrastructure initiatives to enhance irrigation potential would need to be
actively supplemented by agriculture extension to enable the small and marginal
farmers to enhance their land productivity. This would translate into farmers coming
together to take advantage of an agriculture package of practices and better seeds,
fertilizers, agriculture implements and capacity building etc. The fertilizer
consumption per ha. is very low in the district and experiments in the district with
organic farming (Vermicompost, Bio fertilizers) have proved to be extremely viable. In
addition optimum utilization of water would be promoted by using drip and sprinkler
irrigation technology.
Biogas is getting popularity as non-conventional source of energy
in rural area. Apart from reducing the drudgery of women it is also environment
friendly. The easily available materials in rural areas like dung, leaves & agricultural
waste are used for producing bio gas as a fuel. Slurry obtained from Biogas has good
fertility value & a good source of "Jaivik Khad," district has ample scope in this field.
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Promotion of biogas will also reduce pressure on forest for fuel wood. At present 200
biogas plants are in working condition. Technical support is provided by Deptt. of
agriculture & Agro industries. It is proposed that additional Biogas plants would be
made under BRGF.
By using water saving devices like sprinkler and Drip irrigation system
maximum area can be irrigated in lesser quantity of water without any wastage and
even in area of undulating topography. Both devices are very helpful in water
management. The district has the advantage of having rivers like Narmada, Silgi,
Kharmer & many nalas from which small lift irrigation schemes for small and
marginal farmers can be taken.
III)

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY INITIATIVES:Improvement in land productivity of small and marginal farmers by

increasing irrigation and better package of agricultural inputs would need to be
supplemented by elements of mixed farming in the shape of animal husbandry.
Dindori district also has a large buffalo and cow population but milk yield is
low. There is a good opportunity for milk route setup and dairy development. Presently
the milk productivity is low in spite of large number of milk yielding animal
population. This is mainly because of the poor breed of the animal. However, this
activity can only be taken as a agriculture linked activity for small farmers in a cluster
approach . The milk with 7% fat is not available even at Rs. 16 per kg. So there is a
great gap between demand and supply in the district. The chilling plant in Mandla
district is also running in under capacity hence the milk route is proposed under BRGF
linked to DCS will nourish the mandla chilling plant with 900 liters milk targeted to be
transported to the chilling plant. The infrastructure requirements of the bulk coolers,
essential equipments and induction of high yielding breeds of the milk yielding
animals will be done in the proposed plan through convergence of MPRLP, SGSY,
NREGS and BRGF schemes.
The green fodder development strategy is a major component of the dairy development
project and the open fields and small farmers lands will be utilized for production of
green fodder as pasture development under convergence of NREGA.
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A

PRO-POOR

NON-FARM

SECTOR

INTERVENTIONS: The most marginalized groups reside in forest and forest fringe villages. Large
degraded forestlands present a window of opportunity to provide livelihood options to
the village. The newly introduced framework of usufruct rights to communities
provides for allocating degraded forestlands to groups for the purpose that degraded
forestlands would be made available to groups for the purpose of regeneration of
forest. Under this subproject, the groups will adopt irrigated multi-storied forestry
whereby they will grow grasses for fodder, medicinal plants, fruit trees and fuel wood
along with timber trees. Experiments in district have shown that in the first year itself
the group would gain through wage labor and sale of fodder and medicinal plants.
Decentralized Nurseries run by the group themselves would ensure additional incomes
to them from second year onwards. The plantation of fast growing Fuel wood, Fruit
trees and Bamboo would ensure income from third year onwards. The economics of
the enterprise would ensure an income stream of Rs. 20000/- per annum per
beneficiary after the fourth year.
The advantage of this activity in a district like Dindori is three fold. This is an
environmentally sustainable activity, which would provide for income security to the
poor living in forest & forest fringe villages as well as provide the village with funds
for infrastructure development.
OTHER NON-FARM SECTOR INTERVENTIONS:
TIMBER PRODUCE BASED INTERVENTIONS
The district Dindori is having 37.7 % forest area which is dense sal forest. Sal is a
good timber produce and is used in furniture and plywood related industry. Round
Timber of worth Rs 32 crores (figures from forest department) including sal, sarai, teak
and babul are exported from Dindori district per year through auctions from forest
depots. Zila panchayat Dindori had planned intervention to help and support process
this round timber and raw timber in secondary processed furniture or wood which have
a potential market in Dindori local market & nearby district market like Mandla,
Jabalpur districts of M.P and Bilaspur and Raipur districts of Chhatisgarh as these
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districts have fast growing in terms of population and organized colonies. In addition
to this household furniture is also not available for purchase in Dindori local market
The people demanding the furniture have to visit Jabalpur or Bilaspur market for
medium quality furniture which also costs 50% more than the local costing. The
general furniture items like window, doors frames/pans, rafters; sized logs, planks, Bed
and other material have good market demand. There is a need to setup primary
processing units for processing of the timber collected from jungle at district level and
the people collecting the wood/timber should be involved in the units as semi skilled
and unskilled labors with proper training and infrastructure support these workers
residing in 10 Km area of the forest depots in groups with cluster approach. These
units will serve the purpose of SAW MILLS support, woodcraft units, training centers
and furniture production units. The infrastructure support for the proposed intervention
will be given from BRGF as a livelihood support sub plan.

NTFP BASED LIVELIHOOD OPPORTUNITIES
The NTFP collected and produced by the collectors in forest are although
managed through MPMFPC and forest department .The major NTFP of district is
tendu patta which is collected though “phads” by forest department with the help of
rural people and women and is making good return to the tendu patta collectors as well
as revenue to forest department. But this collection is seasonal only for 2 months for
the lean season only.
Forest based livelihood activities related to NTFP can be:
Achar chironji collection
Mahua collection
Harra ,bahera collection
Collection of indigenous medicinal plants
Maholan patta
These intervention and process can be supported under BRGF for NTFP related
livelihood development especially in the forest village by giving revolving fund to
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the collector with convergence of SGSY and infrastructure support as training center
and wear houses for proper collection, storage and marketing of the small forest
produces. Support from BRGF is required for proper collection, storage and
marketing to get better price in time so that the collectors can be saved from
exploitation of the middleman agents. NTFP collection is undertaken by the poorest
sections of villages as it is labour-intensive and the returns are quite low. Precise
estimates of dependence on NTFPs for poor people’s own consumption or sale are
not available. However, a study conducted by the Indian Institute of Forest
Management in 1996 (MoEF, 1998) gives a fair idea about the contribution of forests
to the economy of the tribes. It was observed that an average tribal family drew about
half of its annual income from forests, 18% from agriculture, 13% from cattle and
18% from other employment. A socio-economic survey (Singh, 1997) of 329
households, living in four villages on the fringes of forests in AchanakmarAmarkantak Biosphere reserve area revealed that an average household draws as
much as 49.2% of its total annual income/benefits from forests. Labour including
wage labour contributes another 24.6% to the mean annual household income.
Incomes from cultivation and cattle amount to about 18.6% and 7.6%, respectively.
For about six months, from April to September, most households in the forested
regions in east, western and southern M.P subsist on nearby forests.
Due to the gender division of labour, it is primarily women who are the major
gatherers of a wide range of NTFPs both for subsistence and income. According to
one all-India estimate, NTFP collection accounts for 1062.7 million person days of
employment in India, while a similar figure applied to Madhya Pradesh would
amount to 233.8 million person days (Khare, 1993: 17). The collection of some
NTFPs entails risks. For instance, in the case of hill brooms, there is a risk of
snakebite, or falling into deep pits (IAMR, 1998). The collection of honey is also
risky due to the danger of beestings. Because of the uncertainties created by law and
the fear psychosis in the minds of gatherers, most NTFPs are sold by gatherers
without any processing or value addition, even when NTFPs are not nationalized.
Producers’ access to consumers is limited to selling in local villages and weekly
markets. Thus, although these products may finally reach a very large market, the
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market is geographically very limited as far as gatherers are concerned. This is truer
for women gatherers. No value addition is done even by the MPMFPC at the primary
level.
Marketing channel structure varies depending upon the nature of the product. As
expected, the greater the number of agencies involved in marketing, the greater the
price spread. As an example, the marketing of non-nationalized products in MP is as
follows:

Primary
gatherer

The chain involves Rs 40-50 per Kg
exploitation of the primary gatherer/
collectors

Village
merchant
Agent/subagent
Wholesaler
Processor
Consumer

Thus support for micro-enterprise development is a crucial part of the BRGF planning
for livelihood development through NTFP collection, marketing and developing it as a
micro enterprise especially in forest villages.
To encourage micro-enterprises, the following inputs are proposed:
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1. Social inputs to facilitate the organization of women and men forest gatherers into
user groups/cooperatives;
2. Working capital, as credit is a critical input needed for these enterprises;
3. Skill up gradation programmes for value addition, packaging, stocking, accounts,
marketing and other management skills;
4. Storage and transport infrastructure as wear houses ;
5. Financial support in terms of revolving fund, loans on stored stocks in wear houses
to check exploitation by middleman
5. Market information and access with IT support.

TOURISM PROMOTION:
The district is promptly coming on the national and international tourism map as
a destination for research and exploration of fossils in Ghughwa national fossils park
.The district is now connected to Jabalpur Airport & Umaria(Bandhavgarh) air strip
by four lane express highway in a project of MPRDC an is coming up as aloop
junction to Amarkantak-Kanha-Bandhavgarh-Bhedaghat world famous tourist
and wild life exploration spots.
The Jabalpur-Amarkantak express highway is about to be completed next year
thus tourist influx will increase in dindori district very rapidly. Although the Ghogwa
fossils park, Kapildhara falls, Neusa falls, Sarastal, Ramgarh, Devnala fall and
Degona falls are the major tourist spots of districts, which are natural spots of flora
and water resources. At Ghughwa some interventions are done from RSVY which
had certainly increased the tourist visiting the park hence interventions proposed in
the tourist places detailed above will enhance the tourism related livelihood
opportunities in the district and will create a many fold market for sale of local
indigenous varieties of food grain, medicinal plants and handicraft.
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HANDICRAFT PROMOTION:
Dindori is famous for its handicraft since past years .The Kabirpanthis and the
weavers people and some pradhan tribes in the district are engaged in handicraft
production in the district in Sarwahi, Pendrukhi, Lekhni, Dhourra, Devri, Bilaikhar
sectors of Bajag, Samnapur and Dindori blocks. The tribal sarees and other clothes
especially the kurta paizama, Baigani saree and the gamcha used by Baiga and other
tribes had been exported in trucks quantities to Seoni, Mandla, Raipur and Balaghat
district markets 5-7 years ago. But the small handloom sector is now in a poor
condition and needs support both in terms of finance, marketing, technology
interventions with proper planning and infrastructure support. Some efforts are made
in last 02 year through KVIC REGP in direction of Mr. M. Shelvendran CEO zila
panchayat dindori and an grant-in aid is also sanctioned by GoI Development
commissioner handicrafts Ministry of Industries to a Society of the Bunkars in
Lekhni village but still there are critical gaps at grass root level and interventions are
planned under BRGF to earmark some funds to support to improve the looms and
machinery, support for purchase of good quality yarn, marketing support and
training. The sector will be supported in campaign mode for three years with
convergence of REGP (KVIC), SGSY, MPRLP district innovation funds and BRGF
so that the products are modified and can be made attractive for easy marketing.
IDENTIFICATION

OF

AREAS,

WHICH

REQUIRE

SPECIFIC

ATTENTION:There are no clear-cut boundaries separating the poor pockets from poorer and
the poorest pockets. As it is evident from the socio-economic indicators and other
details on population & demographics whole district is poverty-stricken. All the blocks
have more than 60% tribal population to the total and about 94% of the population of
the district is rural. This indicates that the tribal population is spread over of the blocks.
Nevertheless all the blocks except Shahpura and Dindori have the same socioeconomic status. 60% of the population is below poverty line. The poorest of the
blocks are Mehendwani, Karanjiya and Bajag. The poorer blocks are Samnapur and
Amarpur. The BPL population is spread equally all over the district in separate blocks.
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IDENTIFICATION OF COMMUNITIES/GROUPS, WHICH

NEED

SPECIFIC INTERVENTIONS:The Gond, Baiga, Koal, Pradhan, Dhulia, Bhoomia and Agaria are the main
tribes of the district. The most backward community is that of the Baiga. Almost 3050% of the population is Baiga. These are one of the primitive tribes of India and are
given the status of National Humans. The socio-economic status of the Baiga is very
poor. They are traditionally addicted to alcohol. These communities cultivate the fields
merely for their self-subsistence. The feeding habits of these tribes are not healthier.
Whatever additional income is there they never try to save it or engage in enterprising
activities. Rather they spend it on alcohol. The other tribes are also poor and posses
similar characteristics.
IDENTIFICATION OF LEAD SECTORS:On the basis of SWOT analysis we have identified different interventions and
schemes in the following lead sectors.
a.

Irrigation

b.

Health Infrastructure

c.

Rural connectivity

d..

Education

e.

Agriculture and horticulture promotion

g.

Livelihoods promotion by better management of natural resources like

and

support

to

higher

education

in

PST

NTFP and agriculture related activities like dairying.
h.

Promotion of tourism and handicraft

FOCUS OF PERSPECTIVE PLAN:
The perspective plan will focus on creation of infrastructure and assets missing in
villages in the forthcoming five years to ascertain all round development of each and
every village of the district with enhancement in income and employment generating
activities for balancing need of supportive environment for development taking into
cognizance the convergence of all CCS, State plans funds of various departments,
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NGO/foreign body funds, own income of ULB and panchayats in the district for
pointed and effective development . After implementation of the five year plan of the
programme up to 2012, consistent with need development for the district, a vision
2012 is formulated for the all round development of the district. The plan includes
vision to improve
1.

Agricultural productivity through extension of irrigation, crop diversification
to cash crops and transfer of new technology,

2.

Creation of supportive infrastructure in health and education sector

3.

Creation of better inter panchayat, market and town connectivity in the area

4.

Creation of electrification infrastructure to benefit the maximum ST and SC
population for improving their living conditions.

5.

Construction of animal husbandry units for livestock development and
support.

6.

Development of tourism supportive infrastructure to increase tourist influx
and hence increase livelihood and employment opportunities

7.

Support to SHG’s and JFMCs /VFCs for better management of forest and
other agriculture related resources for livelihood support,

8.

Horticulture development

9.

Telephone in each panchayat for IT support and helpline.

10. Apna Ghar to BPL SC/ST beneficiaries for improving living conditions of
rural poor.
DISTRICT VISION
ENVISIONING:In Building a vision for Dindori district basic human development indicators
including health, education, women and child welfare, social justice and availability of
basic minimum services has been analyzed at the three-tier panchayat level.
Panchayats had proposed, in their envisioning exercise, that they will achieve the
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levels specified for each such aspect within a particular period of time. Building a
stage by stage approach is undertaken in respect of attainments regarding education,
health, water supply and sanitation etc.
Special attention is given to women and disadvantaged groups especially SC
and ST so as to enable them to take a lead in planning. Women are motivated through
participative citizen surveys and rallies, in surveys involved in the planning process at
gram sabha and panchayat level women’s views are especially sought, including
through focus group discussions. Women are included in planning for sectors other
than social development, such as infrastructure, use of common lands, natural
resources and employment as the men. The disadvantageous groups like PST /ST/SC
and women are especially trained and motivated to take part in the envisioning
exercise
PREPREATION OF PLAN
STUDY METHODOLOGY

To set up goals as a visions 2012 for all round development in integrated
manner of the Dindori district and fill critical gaps in infrastructure, a multidisciplinary team of technical experts and specialists in the areas of natural resource
management, development planning, agricultural economics, and social development
has been constituted by Consulting agency PRAJEEV. The core team then prepared a
study methodology/ plan to compile the proposals and feedback according to the
aspiration of the community/ gram sabhas. The phase wise plan for preparing the
document is as follows;
Phase-I

Awareness & Training to Stake holders

Trainings were organized at the Block headquarters of all the 07 blocks and 02
ULB Headquarters. In this training all the PRI members including the ward members/
Sarpanch and Sachiv of Gram panchayat, members and chairman of the intermediate
panchayat , concerned members of the Zila panchayat and MLA’s were invited at
predecided dates. In the orientation workshops the hindi translation of the BRGF

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

62

guidelines had been distributed to all the invitees and an extensive training cum
awareness workshop was organized with an objective of facilitating identification of
root causes of the backwardness of the district and prospects in the forthcoming five
year with the support of BRGF. In workshop the Sarpanch, Ward members and other
PRI representatives had been motivated for detailed process of planning.
Phase-II

Preparing Study tools and organizing gram sabhas
As decided in the district level meeting, a survey format was formulated in

consultation with CEO Zila panchayat and other line departments to collect primary
data. The format included various information like missing and existing infrastructure,
resource inventory at village panchayat level, collection of data regarding health,
education, women and child issues, gender/ social justice and empowerment related
issues. After finalization of the resource inventory the study of root causes of
backwardness for the area had been done
District Schedule
Panchayat Schedule
Village Schedule
Participatory Resource Analysis
Block Schedule
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA)
Focused Group Discussion
These tools consisted of following steps for the Primary and Secondary data and for its
presentation:
Primary Data
Collection of Information in prescribed format
Benchmarking data
Listing Existing Infrastructure
Conducting PRA exercise for mapping resources
Listing needs & requirements of villagers
Listing Missing Infrastructure at village level
Ranking & Prioritization of works
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Secondary Data
Fund Availability at Gram Panchayat Own sources (Auction of ponds, lease
rent, royalties, local taxes, income from hat bazaar etc)
Resources inflow from ongoing schemes of Line departments and share of
Panchayats
Allocation of CCS, State finance and 12th finance schemes to gram panchayats
and Janpad panchayats
Targets

of

NREGA

plan,

Bharat

Nirman

(PMSGY,IAY,RGGVY)

TSC,NABARD, RDC, NVDA, Tribal development plans, MPRLP etc
BPL & APL (SC/ST) Household Data
Proposals from gram sabhas, three tier PRI’s, MLA’s, MP, NGO’s for five year
perspective plan and development of the district.
GIS Mapping of the works
The existing infrastructure especially in connection with the water bodies, water
conservation structures and roads are earmarked on the GIS maps with Geo
coding and then the plans of line departments, State funds, CCS, NREGA and
other major projects are analyzed for convergence. After plotting all major
infrastructure proposed to be created under various schemes and plans the
critical gaps in roads, water conservation structures are proposed under BRGF
and marked on toposheets and GIS maps in hard and digital copies.
The GIS mapping also helped in checking repetition of works in the same
place/plot.
The mapping will also be used as a monitoring tool during implementation of
the BRGF plan.
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Data Collection Process
The multi sectoral team of the consulting
agency made PRA survey in each and
every village and consulted with various
stakeholders such as Sarpanch, Janpad
Adhyaksha and Jila panchayat Members,
Panchayat Karmi and other villagers for
their suggestions to identify missing
infrastructure. The critical gaps identified after this exercise were then discussed in the
Gram Sabhas of each and every village.
In order to ensure maximum participation of villagers in Gram Sabha following steps
were taken.
• Dates for meetings were pre decided and intimated in advance using various public
address mediums.
• Printed notices and pictorial pamphlets were distributed in weekly Hat bazaars
• Special interest groups such as Van samitti
members, PTA, MPRLP groups and SHGs
are contacted for attending the Gram Sabhas
for their views and suggestions in village/
panchayat plans,
• Local NGOs, Gramin Pustkalaya and
Sanskriti
Aanganwadi

kendra,
and

schools
health

teachers,

workers

and

cooperatives societies in the panchayat area
are also informed to attend the gram sabhas
for preparation of five year perspective
plans.
• The Gram Panchayat Ward members were
motivated to call for villagers for participatory planning.
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• At The ULB two facilitators are identified in each wards of the two Nagar Panchayats
and are trained at Block/Nagar panchayat levels to carry out ward citizen surveys with
the ward member for planning.
• The records of the meetings, such as attendance register with details, photographs,
are maintained in each panchayat and ULB sub wards for future benchmarking,
planning and transparency.
Phase-III
Participative Citizen surveys.
To facilitate the planning process, data collection on citizens/ livelihood opportunities
and village/Ward(ULB) profiles had been dealt in a way that people see their own
empowerment in the process.
A participatory atmosphere is created before initiation of actual planning process. The
data collected in formats developed by the consulting agency through the citizens is
complied and computerized. The data base was furnished to each and every gram
panchayat and ward before planning so that they can use the data as a benchmarking/
present status tool for preparing vision of the next five years.
The news and intimation of the Gram sabhas and General body meeting of Janpad
Panchayat are also publicized in the local news papers and local TV cable network for
attaining maximum participation and transparency.
Data base supplied to gram panchayat for planning consist of:Each family in Gram panchayat had been given a distinct ID for correlating the
data collected in the process described above, BPL survey 2002-03 data and
census 2001 data has been linked with GIS and important spatial information,
which is useful for facilitating planning in future.
Gram Panchayat own the data on natural resources and other resources they
collected in soft copies (CD) and hard copies,
A basic framework and benchmarking pattern was developed and local
initiatives and add-ons encouraged,
The gram panchayats had been convinced that the data collection is a process,
not an event. data will be continuously refined by them only in future,
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The future prospects with the database complied in the process described
above can be:
Updating of records,
Completion of Asset Register,
Prescribing performance standards for institutions and officers,
Steps to reduce waste and leakages,
How procurement would be undertaken for the implementation of the plan,
Other measures to improve the performance of obligatory functions mandated
by law.
Consolidation of plan:
The plans of the gram sabhas /ward sabhas are compiled in a panchayat
plan/ULB Plan irrespective of the resources required.
The panchayat plans/ward plans are than analyzed with the ongoing schemes
funds at the panchayat/ULB level for convergence.
The works which are permissible as per guidelines and can be done from the
other funds/schemes like JLNURM, NREGA,TSC, 12th Finance, MPRLP,
SGSY, DUDA,SSA, PMGSY or any other funds(MP/MLA LADF) are
identified separately and are forwarded/transferred to the concerned sections in
the district rural development department and other line departments for
inclusion in their plans of this year and forth coming five years. These works
includes well, hand pump,

pond, stop dam, roads, plantation, marketing

infrastructure, school buildings up to middle school Cultural platform sheds,
Overhead tanks and pipelines etc.
After planning convergence from
other scheme the works which are
on priority and are needed in the
panchayats are proposed under
BRGF under various sectors.
The panchayat level/ward level
plans are consolidated at the janpad
panchayat level/ULB Level and the
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multiple panchayat/wards projects like roads, water conservation structures and
other works, which are planned for benefit of larger area and population from
the panchayat are proposed under BRGF.
The plan for each of the 07 blocks/02 Nagar panchayats are prepared after
consolidation of the Panchayat plan/ward plans and detailed discussions and
corrections. The approvals of the Janpad panchayat sabha/ ULB nagar
panchayats plan has been taken up in the general body meeting of the concerned

Janpad panchayat/ULB.
The apprApproved plans of the Janpad panchayats/ ULB’s are then compiled as
a district plan and a power point presentation was made before the District
Planning Committee entailing detailed discussions/ justifications for the works
proposed under BRGF. The plan was then approved at district level in the
presence of, MP, MLA’s, Chairmans of Janpad panchayts, Nagar panchayats,
District Collector, CEO-Zila Panchayat and District heads of the line
departments.
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ZILA PANCHAYAT LEVEL:For preparing the district visions following steps are taken at District panchayat level:
The Janpad/ULB plans are consolidated and discussed as approved from
General body of Janpad Panchayat and ULB general body.
The Inter Janpad issues are discussed and discussions and suggestions are also
taken from MP,MLA’s for choosing the most suitable and feasible works.
District plan is also discussed in 12 sub committees formed involving line
department heads, Zila panchayat members, Revenue officers, MLA’s and
ULB’s chairmans.
The district plan is also presented
detailed

in

a

power

point

presentation before the District
Planning committee for open
dialog and suggestions.
The suggestions given in the
above

exercise

are

also

incorporated in plan
The district plan is finalized and approved by the District planning committee
for five years.
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DISTRICT VISION:
With respect to the vision for infrastructure, the targets aimed under Bharat
Nirman are adopted for Dindori district. The vision for the productive sector consider
the potential of the district and what can be reached within the five year plan period,
considering the natural and human resources available in Dindori district. A close look
at all aspects of natural resources use such as food and agricultural production, land
and its improvement, irrigation and attainment of water security etc is emphasized in
participative planning process.
The District Panchayat role was activity mapping, providing overall
coordination in planning, capacity
building and technical support to
lower levels of panchayats. The
District Panchayat has provided
support for equitable development
of backward regions within the
district. The differential allocation
of resources to low levels of
panchayats under special component plan is being done. At the district level attention
and stress has been given in preparing plan as per need to take into account gender
issues, tribal sub-plans and Special Component Plans for the development of SCs.
The District Panchayat plan also looked into several issues which lie outside
activity mapping but are critical to the overall development of the district as a whole.
While all of them cannot obviously be tackled at the district level, the plan covers
measures that would help to promote them by convergence of other schemes like
SGSY, NREGA, MPRLP, SSA etc.
Reinforcing Administration and Planning through delegation of powers, setting
up an effective grievance redress system, and creation of necessary infrastructure,
service conditions, and facilities for all personnel working in these areas are also taken
in consideration during the planning process. The thrust areas of Bharat Nirman, such
as connectivity of roads, and electrification of all villages and habitations together with
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electrification of all un electrified below poverty line households is also incorporated
in plan by supplementation of plans of lower levels as well as through attention to inter
panchayat issues.
The issues indicated below are addressed in the DISTRICT VISION and are
particularly of relevance to the district plan of Dindori where poverty is chronic.
AGRICULTURAL LAND RELATED ISSUES:
Backlogs in land survey, confirmation of grant of title to those who do not have title,
identification of land alienated illegally, restoration of alienated land so identified
through Gram Sabhas under powers vested in them under Provision of Panchayat
(Extension to the Scheduled Area) Act 1996 (PESA)
FOREST LAND RELATED ISSUES
The matters pertaining to the process of conversion of forest villages into revenue
villages and settlement of other old habitations, regularization of pre-1980 occupations
and resolution of other disputed claims over forest land in terms of Government of
India directions,
Livelihood rehabilitation of those, whose occupation cannot be regularized,
Identification of all occupied lands and preparation of maps authenticated by the Gram
Sabha concerned by the Forest Department and the Revenue Department.
CREDIT AND USURY RELATED ISSUES:
• Assessing the debt liabilities of members of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes and other weaker sections,
• revival and restructuring of the Large Area Multi-purpose Cooperative Societies
(LAMPS) and Primary Agricultural Cooperative Societies (PACS) with the specific
targets of providing all credit needs of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and
weaker sections,
• Providing special arrangements for provision of long-term loans for purchase of long
term Loans for purchase of land by asset less poor and resource less families, who are
dependent upon agriculture for their livelihoods.
• Providing effective support price operation for all items of agriculture and minor
forest produce.

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

71

• Strengthening of the public distribution system, through a system of buffer stock
within a village from out of local produce, supplementing the same from outside, to the
extent of deficiency.
LIVELIHOOD ISSUES
Promotion of livelihood through following means
1. Dairy development as agriculture related activity
2. Processing of timber through forest samitties and SHG,s
3. Horticulture development in patches
4. Development of private land of small and marginal farmers
5. Development of Handicraft in the potential areas of the district
PRIMARY HEALTH CARE AND NUTRITION ISSUES:
These issues are taken upon priority include the following:
Ensure functioning of health facilities as per national norms and need,
Ensure that all sanctioned posts are mandatorily filled in by trained
professionals/ para Professionals under NRHM
Establish an identifiable and effective nutrition chain for all pregnant women
and Nursing mothers in rural areas all mal-nourished children and for all
children studying in schools by convergence of ICDS and SSA.

Chapter: Resources inflow:
District Dindori is a tribal dominated district having all the seven blocks as tribal
development blocks under TSP notified by the planning commission of India .The HDI
of the district shows that the district lags far behind the other districts of the state and
India in terms of socio economic development. As is also evident from the
demographic details of the district the district have 95 % rural population and only 5 %
Urban population .The district has only 02 Nagar panchayats as the urban area. In sight
of the above facts district gets resources inflow from various heads and routes. Being a
tribal dominated district the district also gets additional funds under Tribal sub plan
(TSP) and Special component Plan (SCP).All the major centrally sponsored schemes

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

72

are implemented in the district as well as the state government is also funding the
district in various plans and schemes.

6.1 Impact and Success Indicators
Indicators of Success
The BRGF scheme is envisaged to provide the support for infrastructure development
in rural area to set up the pace of development specially targeting the critical gaps. For
overcoming the constraints in development.
Therefore, to judge the success of the programme the change in the district with
respect to certain indicators need to be gauged.
The indicators of success can be enlisted as under
-

Extension and increase in Irrigated area in the district

-

Sustained Ground water level

-

Increased Agricultural outputs

-

Changed Cropping pattern

-

Proper management of forest resources especially NTFP

-

Development and treatment of Waste land

-

Check Migration

-

Rural poverty

-

Rural connectivity

-

Self employment and sustainable livelihood development

-

Diversification to cash crops & horticulture

-

Income generating Interventions in non farm sector

The creation of these community assets is to be done with an emphasis on
-

Water conservation and water harvesting

-

Rural connectivity to provide all-weather roads

-

Land development and diversification to cash crop

-

Health and education infrsttructure development

-

Livelihood development

-

Electrification in SC/St habitation

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

73

Livelihood development
The activities related to the water conservation and harvesting structures as has
been given the first priority by the Ministry of Rural Development, especially in the
drought prone area and areas where the irrigation facilities are not well developed. The
district plan is prepared in such a way that there is a measured inclination in irrigation
area and to maintain the minimum yield and drinking water facilities by conserving
resources and creating new one in the implementation of Plan during the course of
forthcoming five year to extend irrigation to farmers field and drought proof ing.
Impact of the BRGF
The perspective plan prepared for BRGF in the district of Dindori, is designed to have
manifold impact in the quality of life of the people of the district. By 2013 there is an
expected improvement in various aspects of the district. The expected impacts are both
of direct and indirect nature.
1. Irrigation status in Dindori is far from just satisfactory only 1598 ha. Area is
irrigated which is 2.1 percent of the agricultural land will be increased 18.04
percent unto 2013. The irrigation tanks, ponds, wells, channels etc. proposed in the
plan would help the area under irrigation to improve the present status. The main
stream scheme for irrigation is NREGA but selected works are taken under BRGF
to increase the extension to SC/ST hamlets and fields.
2. The workers of the district will get employment to some extent in BRGF but they
will become users groups and will get benefited in various means thus decreasing
the marginal working population of the district which is presently very high.
3. Rural connectivity will also be increase in Dindori District and the Perspective Plan
is expected to connect another 33.77% rural population to all weather roads by the
year 2013 and will also connect 121 habitations and 40 panchayats to town places
and markets which will benefit the population in terms of health services, Food
security services, enrolment in schools, access to higher education institutions.
4. This would automatically lead to a sharp drop in the district poverty ratio and the
number of families under the Poverty Line would decrease substantially as a result
of livelihood development interventions.
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5. The reduction in poverty as well as the increase in the level of income may lead to
an increase in the family savings or certain amount of increase in the nonsubsistence expenditure of the people.
6. Expenditure in education and health is also expected to increase as an indirect
effect of the increase in income this will ensure better nutrition and health of the
families as well as increase in the higher educated youth.
7. The increase in irrigation as well as that in the ground water level would also bring
in some change in the cropping pattern and more shifts towards the production of
cash crops is expected by the year 2013.
8. The overall agricultural productivity of the district is expected to increase
considerably with diversification to cash & horticulture crops. This will also
improve nutrition level. The decrease in area of production under minor millets
(Kodo & Kutki), which are cultivated with primitive practices of agriculture
cropping by Baiga and kole tribes suggests that the area especially tribal dominated
belt will shift to new techniques and cash cropping culture which will certainly
contribute to livelihood development.
9. The interventions proposed in eco-tourism sector will increase self employment
opportunities.
10. The capacity and skill of the elected Public Representatives and functionaries of
PRI’s will be increased by training and capacity building so that they are able to
deliver better services to people..
11. The works proposed under electrification will directly benefit the SC/ST population
of the district. Moreover, this will also facilitate irrigation by electric water lifting
devices.
In addition to the above indicators of success, the self-employment generated to
the users groups of the created infrastructure during implementation of the programme
will indirectly benefit in improving socio economic condition of the rural population.
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The up-gradation of existing 823 ponds by construction of inlet and outlet in
435 of them will make them suitable for fishery, will certainly improve the fish and
span production of Dindori district. Thus, resulting into increase in per capita income
of fisherman.
The up gradation of forest roads with self employment activities proposed in
forest area will certainly contribute to the development of tribal population of the
district.

SUMMARY OF OBJECTIVES/ BENEFITS EXPECTED TO BE
ACHIEVED AFTER THREE YEARS
This project not only guarantees a high economic return, rather it will raise the social standard
of poor to some steps higher. This in turn will guarantee even higher social benefit. The
following table shows the summary of main objectives/ benefits expected to be achieved three
years after the implementation of the project.
Table: Summary of main objectives/ benefits expected
Objective

Scheme

1.
Increased •
agricultural output & •
Productivity
•
2.
Better
connectivity
accessibility

rural
and

3. Harness and increase
the irrigation potential

4.
Improve
health
status with special
attention to women &
children

Deliverables in the given time frame

Seed replacement
•
Training & Capacity building
with technological input
•
Promotion of bio-gas and Land •
leveling
•
Construction
of
Culverts/ •
Roads/Causeways/internal
cement concrete roads in wards
and hamlets
•

Increase in agricultural area by
20%,
Double Crop Area by 30%,
Increase
in
Agricultural
Productivity by 5 to 7 % /annum
Increase in net sown area by 12%
Additional roads/ culverts will
•
enable 61 Villages and towns to be
interconnected
Accessibility of the essential
health services is increased.
• Enrolment in schools for education
is expected to increase in two
years
• Stop
dams/Canals
lining/ • Total irrigation coverage after the
diversion/ Tanks/anicuts.
interventions: - More than 8456
Acres/ two years
• Water stoarge & retaining
scheme
• New Aanganbadi Kendra
• More than 17000 children will be
benefited and nutritional level will
• New Health Buildings (CHC,
increase.
PHC, SHC)
• Approximately 1.2 lakh families
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5. Self employment •
opportunities
and
reduce poverty
•
•

6. Better education and •
increased enrolment
•
•
7.
Improve •
Electrification
infrastructure facilities
8. Increased tourist •
influx

9.PRIs
support

Infrastructure •

10.
Conveniences

Public •

11.Market support

•
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•
Livelihood promotions through •
provision of revolving fund and
skill development.
Better orientation of local •
community
towards
self
employment.
Gram udyog & Livelihood
support activities such as
dairy,NTFP collection, wood
craft, handicraft
Construction of New school •
buildings/
Girls
Ashram •
Buildings.
Furnishing of Old school/ •
Ashram building.
Support for higher education to
PST
Electrification works in Hamlets/ •
Majra/ Para/ tolas
Infrastructure development at the •
major tourist spots of the district
•
Construction
of
Panchayat •
Bhawan
and
community
buildings/ Yatri pratikshalaya
Yatri Pratikshalaya/ Community •
building/ Culture centre/ Rural
craft centers.
•
Hat bazaar Shed/waer houses

•
•
•
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will get benefited.
IMR and MMR will be decreased
Sustainable
livelihood
development
amongst
3456
families
Increased per capita income,

Number of students covered 12000
13456 SC/ST students will be
directly benefited
2550 PST youth will be supported
for higher /professional education
200 number of Majra, Tola, Paras
to be benefited in Two years
More number of tourists influx at
places of interest.
The increase in tourism will
generate indirect employment to
450 families.
Supportive infrastructure will
facilitate better implementation of
various schemes.
Reinforcement of cultural and
social values.
Facilities to about 5467 targeted
families will be increased in direct
or indirect ways
Induced marketing activities.
Facilitate better prices for rural
produce.
Check
exploitation
by
the
middleman/agents
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Table : Summary of Indirect output/benefits expected
Schemes
Electrification in rural area

Indirect output
The proposed electrification work will benefit 69 more villages and 176 hamlets
.The population in the hamlets which is 86% BPL will get electricity for their
household and agriculture use. This will also improve living conditions of SC/St
and BPL target group in the proposed hamlets which will certainly add up to
development of the district

Seed replacement/training and
exposure
tours/Agriculture
implements to small and
marginal
farmers/
Construction
of
bio-gas/
Leveling of land

Agriculture productivity per hectare will improve, increase in value addition &
cash crops, Introduction of newly improved agriculture technology – technology
transfer, improved availability of agriculture inputs, Use of bio fertilizers and non
conventional sources of energy will increase, Net cropped area will increase, thus
land of small and marginal farmers will become suitable for agriculture,
diversification of crops will be extended to more area and about 12345 families
will be benefited.

Livelihood
promotions
through provision of training
and infrastructure support in
Dairying/ medicinal plant
collection/NTFP
collection/timber processing
at local level/handicraft

2500 families are benefited as DCS/ SHG members of milk producer’s society.
They will have good livelihood means as a member of dairying network. The
collectors/gatherers of medicinal plants and NTFP will have a support for their
infrastructure needs as well as working capital and will be prevented from
exploitation by the middle man. The supporting families in forest area involved
in timber cutting & grading will be organized in a cluster concept and will
process the timber at local level with infrastructure and financial support. This
will directly benefit 850 families and can become a local means of livelihood.
Standard of rural life style improved, Numbers of BPL in district is reduced,
Address the unemployment to considerable extent, Freedom from exploitation of
money lenders, Small & cottage industry will be increased, Empowerment of
local people & their products, Easy availability of advance technology of
products by convergence of e-kiosks and PURA, Improved animal breeds
introduction in rural areas, Additional source of income ensured through animal
husbandry practices, Easy marketing of milk products through milk routes
developed in the proposed plans, Easy availability of green fodder or animals by
the proposed interventions , Reduced migration, Encouragement of farming of
cash crops, Additional source of income through IGA, Promotion of food
processing, More profit & less wastage of products.

Construction of New school
buildings/ Hostel Buildings/
Furniture in Old High/Hr.sec
schools/Support to PST youth
for
professional/higher
education

Attendance in the school increased, Drop-out rate decreased, Education of the
girls is encouraged, Teacher are regular in school, Qualitative teaching aid
ensured in rural areas, Literacy rate particularly of female in Dindori increased,
children board examinations of 10th and 12th get sufficient furniture, The PST
children may get financial support for higher education/professional education
out of district in a easy manner without prolonged process and formalities

Stop dams/Canals lining/ Irrigation area increased, Increase in Rabi crop cover, Reduction in soil & water
diversion/
Tanks/anicuts/ erosion, Reduction in drinking water problem, Ecological balance improved,
Hydrams
forests conserved
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New Aanganbadi Kendra/ Proper access to health facilities to villages, Improved quality health services
New Health Buildings/
provided by the department, Easy access to health services in emergency
especially at night, Increase in institutional delivery, immunization, ANC etc.
Decreasing IMR, MMR
Construction of Culverts/
Roads/
Causeways/Cement
concrete roads in wards and
villages

The number of all weather roads will increase which will benefit the target
population 5643 families will be directly benefited in various means. Improved
connectivity supporting the overall development and mostly generating the
employment opportunities. Also the accessibility will be improved. The villages
will be connected to Hat and market, enrolment in schools will increase, health
and other essential services will be delivered in time and to larger area. The CC
roads proposed for internal connectivity will increase the accessibility in remote
areas which will pace up the development process

Tourism promotion schemes

The interventions proposed will increase the tourist influx in the district and
generate employment opportunities in the tourism sector ,will also increase the
marketing potential of the local products

PRI
and
infrastructure

other

rural The proposed PRI infrastructure will create a supportive environment for rural
development and good governance. The telephonic connectivity will create a
network in gram panchayat, janpad and district panchayat. Helpline for
grievances and information facilitation will way to better transparency and
awareness.

24
22
20
18
16
14
12
10
8
6
4
2
0

Irrigation

Rural Connectivity

Infras truc ture – Electr icity

Education - Sector

Health Sec tor

Agric ulture - Sec tor

Livelihoods promotion

Panchayat Raj Institutions

Public conveniences

Other rural infrastructure

Tourism promotion

Security Funds

Monitoring and Evaluation
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TRIBAL SUB PLAN
Dindori district as is evident from the profile is a backward district in terms of
HDI and socio economic indicators as per Bharat Nirman targets. The district is having
total population of 580730 out of which 38848 (5.83%) is SC and 374447 (64.48%) is
ST. Bock wise details of SC & ST population are depicted in table below:
Block wise Scheduled caste Population of Dindori district
Percentage of
S.C.
Block
Total
Male
Female
Rural
Urban population to
Total
Population
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
Dindori

6784

3518

3266

6784

1053

5.45

Amarpur

1561

803

758

1561

-

2.57

Samnapur

1792

948

844

1792

-

2.56

Bajag

4020

2082

1938

4020

-

5.61

Karanjiya

2585

1343

1242

2585

-

3.44

Shahpura

14776

7548

7228

14776

481

13.16

Mehendawani 796

388

408

796

-

1.19

District

17410

16438

32314

1534

5.83

38848

Block wise Scheduled Tribes population of Dindori district
Block

Total

Male

Female

Rural

Urban

1

2

3

4

5

6

% of S.T.
population to
Total
Population
7

Dindori

63856

31733

32123

63856

4249

51.32

Amarpur

40680

20126

20554

40680

-

67.01

Samnapur

44686

22309

22377

44686

-

63.94

Bajag

46757

27709

22361

46757

-

65.29

Karanjiya

55495

23396

27786

55495

-

73.99

Shahpura

65899

32596

33303

65899

1548

58.68

Mehendawani 51277

25503

25774

51277

-

76.77

District

186193

188254

368650

5797

64.48

374447
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The district has only 02 Nagar panchayats namely Dindori and Sahpura.
According to 2001 census out of total population of the district about 95.37% is rural
and only 4.63% live in urban areas, obviously depicting that Dindori district has rural
population in almost over-whelming excess to the state (73.5%) and national
proportion (72.2%).
The chart below shows the overall view in a nutshell of the
SC, ST and other population in the districts

5.83
29.69

64.48

SC

ST

OTHERS

In Comparison to he State and National average the ST population of the district
is very high which shows that the district population is tribal dominated. All the seven
development blocks of the district are tribal development blocks as notified by
planning commission of India.
Being primarily rural-population dominated district, Dindori district carries a high
percentage of Schedule Tribe categories in its population, as is depicted from Figure
.The major tribes of the district are the Baigas, Koal, Pradhan, Dhulia, Bhoomia and
Agaria. The Baiga tribe is inhabitated in around 52 villages of Block Bajag & Karanjia
and the area is known as Baigachak. Annual population growth for the district is
1.35% per annum, which is less than the average growth rate of 2.43% per annum in
Madhya Pradesh and 2.14% in India.
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PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF SC AND ST
(AS PER 2001 CENSUS)
64.48

19.9
16.48

15.4

8.08

5.83

DINDORI

MP
SC

INDIA
ST

While making the district Vision a rigorous PRA exercise is carried out to find
sustainable means for the livelihood of the SC & ST people in BRGF plan. Focus is
made on identifying the critical gaps in the present livelihood means of the SC & St
population and the opportunities in the forthcoming years as per analysis of the village,
panchayat, Janpad resource inventory. In the planning process the priority to the works
is also having SC & ST population as a top priority selection parameter. Generally the
works proposed under BRGF are such that they directly or indirectly benefit the SC &
ST population.
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The main interventions proposed according to SWOT analysis of the district for
creation of supportive environment for the livelihood development of SC & ST
population are presented in the following table with possible outcome:

S.No.

Intervention proposed

Benefit/outcome

1

Extension of irrigation by canals

Will extend irrigation to fields of SC
&ST population to improve their yield

2

About 2500 acres of land of poor SC

Agriculture :

Leveling of undulating sloppy &ST beneficiaries will be made more
land of SC & ST having small suitable
land holdings by machines
Training
implements

and

for

agriculture

by

land

leveling.

agriculture The SC & ST farmers will be

distribution

farmers of SC & ST

to benefited by distribution of good seed,
training,

kits

and

agriculture

implements so that they can improve
their per hectare yield and move
towards production of cash crops with
support from BRGF.
3

Schools and Hostels for SC & ST In all 21 higher secondary schools and
people

hostels are proposed so that the
children of the SC &ST population
are benefited.

4.

Financial

support

to

PST it

is

seen

from

last

10
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for

higher experiences and data that the primitive

education/professional courses

schedule tribe children are not getting
higher

education/professional

qualification due to reasons viz.
poverty, lack of awareness and lack of
direct financial support for such
studies. The proposed intervention
will benefit about 500 PST children to
get

higher

education/professional

qualification.
5.

Livelihood promotion through

By the interventions proposed the

Dairying

rural ST & SC population will have

Collection of medicinal plants

agriculture related activity as dairying

Collection of NTFP

and by support from BRGF they will

Horticulture development

develop

Timber processing

means .In addition to this the support
for

a

sustainable

medicinal

plant

livelihood

and

NTFP

collection will also add up to clear off
the

critical

gaps

in

livelihood

opportunities through forest resources.
The timber processing intervention
will

directly

benefit

the

tribal

population in terms of employment
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and income generation activities.
6.

Electrification in hamlets of SC & ST All the works proposed in the BRGF
majority population

plan in the electrification head are for
direct

benefit

of

SC

&

ST

population.SC & St majority sss69
more hamlets will have electricity by
the proposed works.
7.

Improvement of Health and Nutrition Out of the total 306 Agan badi
facilities for SC & ST

Bhawan and 96 SHC proposed in the
BRGF plan 212 of the anganbadies
and 73 of the SHC are proposed in the
SC &ST dominated Villages and
hamlets having more than 80% SC/St
population .The proposed intervention
will certainly improve the living
condition of the SC & ST target group
by improve in health and nutrition
facilities.

8.

Improvement of Rural connectivity Although all the 07 blocks of the
for better public services in SC & ST district are tribal blocks but the
area.

district is having hamlets and pockets
having 80-100% tribal population.
Identifying

these

pockets
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interventions

proposed

in

rural

connectivity will serve 12575 more
SC & ST families directly in terms of
connectivity to town, market, school,
health and veterinary institutions. And
Indirectly in terms of increased
accessibility for better PDS and health
services.
9

“Apna Ghar” Pucca houses to SC & Will improve the living condition of
ST BPL target group

the SC & ST target group including
children

Through the proposed interventions the impact will be direct benefit to
the SC & ST population in the district. Presently the ongoing schemes like
NREGA, ITDP, and TSP/SCP does not have the provisions for the proposed
intervention can be taken up. Maximum schemes and programmes which are
implemented for welfare of the SC & ST have some limitations but the works and
interventions proposed under BRGF are free and untied which will certainly benefit
the SC & ST population to a greater extent.

The proposed interventions and their benefits are as under:
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Chart showing budget outlay

Other
29%

SC & ST
71%

The direct benefit and output can be described in details in the following manner.
Direct benefit and output in rural connectivity Sector
Direct benefit to SC & ST and output in Irrigation Sector
Canal

Hydram

lining/diversion
07

Irrigation extension to SC & SC & ST population benefited
ST fields

14

More than 2832 Acres

1232 families will directly be
benefited as user groups in 34
villages

Presently the existing canals are not in a very good conditions due to lack of
maintenance and water seepage from these canals creates damage to crops of the small
farmers or the water flowing in canals cannot go the last end but after the proposed
renovation and lining of canals the SC & ST population will get more irrigation
coverage in the Rabi season also and the loss of reserve water by seepage will be
controlled which will result in irrigation to more fields of SC & ST farmers .The new
ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

Back Ward Region Grant Fund

DISTRICT –DINDORI

87

canals are proposed in area of ST population so that 100 % users will be ST and SC
people this will increase irrigated area/ production and income of SC & ST people.
The “Hydrams" proposed as a innovation in irrigation without electrical energy
in the rural pockets where there is a problem of lifting water in absence of electricity
either due to non-electrification or power cutoffs. The hydrams are good option for
diversion in perennial rivulets and lifting water at low cost .One such intervention is
working successfully in Ajgar Village of Bajag development block the proposed
intervention will certainly benefit the poor SC & ST population in un electrified
hamlets as a good alternative to high budget LIS,MIS.

ZILA PANCHAYAT - DINDORI

